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North  West  Shropshire  Combined  Health  Districts 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICE, 

8,  OSWALD  ROAD, 
OSWESTRY, 

SHROPSHIRE. 

MAY,  1951. 

To  the  Mayor,  ChOrmen  and  Members  of  the  Councils  comprising  the  North 

West  Health  Districts  of  Salop. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1950  which  is  compiled 
in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  112/50  dated  6th  December, 
1950,  and  is  similar  in  form  to  that  of  recent  years. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  responsible  for  much  of  the  work  recorded  and 
their  co-operation  throughout  the  year  is  greatly  appreciated,  as  also  the  work  of 
the  Clerk  of  the  Department  in  the  preparation  of  the  Report.  I  am  also  indebted 
to  other  officers  for  their  ready  help. 

I  am  very  grateful  for  the  invariable  kindness  and  consideration  which  I  have 
received  from  you. 

I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  WILSON  EVANS. 


HOUSING 

The  aspect  of  the  housing  problem  which  comes  within  the  purview  of  the 
Health  Department  is  largely  that  of  the  prevention  of  ill  health  and  the  remedying 
of  states  of  illness  which  have  already  arisen  through  living  under  unhealthy 
conditions.  But  it  is  impossible  to  separate  consideration  of  health  from  the  more 
apparent  social  problem,  for  they  overlap  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  and 
recent  expert  utterances  and  the  findings  of  a  medical  committee  bring  the  two 
into  still  closer  relationship.  Thus  the  housing  shortage  has  been  blamed  by 
doctors  for  nervous  breakdown  among  women,  the  stress  of  sharing  a  kitchen, 
having  to  go  a  long  way  to  fetch  water  and  having  to  live  with  in-laws  are  said  to 
cause  from  thirty-five  to  forty  per  cent,  of  illness  among  women,  while  a  British 
Medical  Association  report  inquiring  into  the  causes  of  Rheumatism  finds  that 
“  emotional  stress  is  present  in  a  large  proportion  of  patients,  chiefly  women,  who 
complain  of  chronic  rheumatic  pain,  ”  and  where  is  emotional  stress  more  likely 
to  arise  than  in  conditions  mentioned  above  and  others  such  as  living  in  rooms, 
with  insufficient  amenities,  and  in  conditions  of  serious  overcrowding. 

But  while  these  results  of  bad  housing  conditions  have  not  perhaps  been  given 
the  consideration  they  merit,  there  is  one  condition  which  has  long  been  recognised 
as  one  of  the  priority  causes  for  improved  housing  conditions — Tuberculosis. 

There  is  still  some  doubt  among  some  Housing  Authorities  about  the  wisdom 
of  moving  these  cases  into  Council  Houses,  especially  those  suffering  from  the 
respiratory  form  of  the  disease. 


HOUSING  AND  TUBERCULOSIS 


High  among  the  factors  which  prevent  Tuberculosis  is  good  housing,  and 
indeed,  without  this  other  factors  are  of  little  avail.  These  cases  should  receive, 
and  are  given  by  many  housing  authorities,  special  consideration  on  personal, 
public  health  and  community  welfare  grounds.  Bad  housing  is  pre-eminently  the 
breeding  ground  of  Tuberculosis  and  an  all  important  preventive  and  remedy  is 
healthy  houses. 

Tuberculosis  is  an  environmental  disease  and  its  dissemination  very  largely 
depends  upon  the  standard  of  life  of  the  people;  this  factor  is  more  important  even 
than  exposure  to  infection.  Almost  everybody  is  infected  at  some  time  or  another 
but  the  majority  are  able  to  deal  with  the  disease  germs  and  prevent  their 
development,  and  so  infection,  although  an  essential  factor  is  not  the  deciding  one 
in  producing  this  disease,  or  nearly  everyone  would  suffer  from  it.  In  nearly 
every  case  where  exposure  to  infection  results  in  the  disease  it  will  be  combined 
with  some  condition  undermining  resistance.  It  might  be  a  predisposing  condition 
such  as  an  acute  illness,  i.e.:  Influenza  or  Pneumonia  or  it  might  be  a  chronic 
disease  such  as  Diabetes,  but  more  often  it  is  a  prolonged  lowering  of  resistance 
caused  by  bad  housing  conditions  or  improper  feeding.  The  risk  from  these 
patients  continuing  to  live  under  unhealthy  conditions  to  the  family  and  the 
community  is  vastly  greater  than  the  chance  of  infection  from  a  house  that  has 
been  occupied  by  a  tuberculosis  patient.  A  cardinal  rule  should  be  never  to  allow 
a  patient  who  has  suffered  from  tuberculosis  to  return  to  the  same  circumstances 
as  those  in  which  the  disease  was  contracted,  and  to  allow'  a  case  which  has  been 
treated  in  a  Sanatorium  to  return  to  the  insanitary  conditions  which  w^ere  probably 
the  cause  of  his  developing  the  disease  is  uneconomic  as  well  as  bad  policy  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  Public  Health,  for  by  returning  to  the  same  unhygienic 
surroundings  the  patient  is  prevented  from  carrying  out  the  mode  of  life  learnt  at 
considerable  expense  at  the  Sanatorium  and  so  render  liable  to  a  breakdown  in 
health  with  a  return  of  the  symptoms  and  to  become  a  danger  to  the  community. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

As  noted  in  previous  reports,  during  the  last  twenty-five  years  there  has  been 
a  marked  change  in  the  relation  between  the  incidence  of  respiratory  Tuberculosis 
and  non-respiratory  Tuberculosis.  Twenty-five  years  ago  the  rate  of  respiratory 
Tuberculosis  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  twice  that  of  the  non-respiratory 
form;  last  year  there  was  a  very  slight  excess  of  the  latter  due  entirely  to  a 
reduction  in  the  respiratory  form,  while  the  non-respiratory  rate  is  the  same  as 
twenty-five  years  ago,  indeed  since  that  time  it  has  shown  rather  an  inclination  to 
increase. 

A  considerable  proportion  of  the  cases  of  non-respiratory  Tuberculosis  are 
caused  through  infection  by  milk,  and  so  the  Tuberculin  (Attested  Herd)  Scheme 
which  came  into  force  in  October,  1950,  though  it  is  primarily  concerned  with  the 
health  of  cattle,  has  a  considerable  importance  to  the  Public  Health,  for  one  result 
of  it  will  be  the  production  of  a  larger  quantity  of  milk  free  from  Tubercle  Bacilli; 
so  it  is  the  concern  of  everyone  interested  in  preventive  measures.  The  object  of 
the  scheme  is  to  stimulate  progress  in  the  voluntary  eradication  of  Tuberculosis 
from  herds  in  all  parts  of  the  Country.  With  this  idea  in  view  encouragement 
is  given  to  owners  of  cattle  to  have  their  herd  registered  as  an  attested  herd  by  an 
attested  bonus  payable  for  six  years,  and  the  continuing  premium  for  producers 
of  T.T.  milk. 

When  a  substantial  proportion  of  the  cattle  in  an  area  have  become  attested 
it  can  be  declared  an  eradication  area  when  all  cattle  will  be  compulsorily  tested 
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and  cattle  will  not  be  allowed  to  enter  the  area  except  under  permit.  The  ultimate 
aim  is  to  have  the  whole  of  Great  Britain  one  large  attested  area. 

Eradicated  areas  will  gradually  be  established  but  it  is  the  policy  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  to  deal  with  reasonably  large  ones  at  a  time  since  if  single 
isolated  counties  were  declared  attested  areas  practical  difficulties  would  arise. 
Recently  four  Welsh  counties,  Merioneth,  Montgomery,  Brecon  and  Radnor  were 
chosen  for  a  cattle  tuberculosis  eradicated  area.  The  furtherance  of  this  scheme 
must  have  a  favourable  effect  on  the  spread  of  tuberculosis  infection  through  milk. 

It  is  estimated  that  1,000  persons,  mostly  children,  die  from  this  infection 
every  year  and  many  more  are  crippled.  There  is  also  evidence  to  show  that 
lung  infection  does  occur  in  those  working  among  cattle  where  there  is  tuberculous 
infection.  The  eradication  of  tuberculous  infection  in  cattle  will  therefore  reduce 
cases  of  lung  tuberculosis  while  it  will  naturally  increase  the  efficiency  of  milk  and 
meat  production  which  with  present  shortages  would  be  of  some  importance  to 
the  Public  Health.  The  possibility  of  infection  through  milk  producing  an  immunity 
against  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  would  have  to  be  taken  into  consideration  and 
a  method  of  increasing  resistance  such  as  by  immunisation  with  B.C.G.  would 
have  to  be  carried  out. 

In  March  the  Ministry  of  Health  approved  the  County  Council’s  proposed 
scheme  for  providing  B.C.G.  vaccination  in  certain  selected  cases  and  I  am 
informed  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  that  this  scheme  is  now  in 
operation  in  the  County  in  a  small  way. 

The  scheme  for  using  B.C.G.  in  Great  Britain,  sponsored  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  was: — 

(i)  to  offer  B.C.G.  vaccination  to  hospital  nursing  staff  and  to  Medical 
students; 

(ii)  to  make  B.C.G.  available  to  chest  physicians  who  may  wish  to  make 
trial  use  of  it. 

Up  to  the  present  vaccination  in  the  County  has  only  been  carried  out  on 
susceptible  members  of  nursing  staffs  of  the  hospitals  who  gave  their  consent  and 
on  a  small  number  of  infant  contacts  born  of  tuberculous  mothers. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  which  is  a  method  of  immunisation  of  susceptible  persons 
against  tuberculosis,  has  been  used  extensively  in  Scandinavian  countries  and 
America  with  very  remarkable  results;  the  danger  of  tuberculous  infection  in 
nurses  has  been  very  greatly  diminished  in  these  countries.  Tubercular  Meningitis, 
of  which  there  are  some  1,800  annual  deaths  among  children  in  this  country  and 
which  is  almost  invariably  due  to  infection  from  a  parent  or  other  member  of  the 
family,  is  unknown  in  Sweden  and  Denmark  where  it  is  claimed  that  Tuberculosis 
is  no  longer  a  problem,  though  there  is  evidence  here  of  a  reduction  in  the  100 
per  cent,  fatality  of  this  disease  through  the  use  of  Streptomycin. 

In  Britain  this  method  of  protection  is  being  kept  very  much  in  the 
experimental  stage  but  many  experts  maintain  that  it  has  given  sufficient  proof  of 
safety  and  efficiency  to  merit  its  adoption  on  a  wide  scale. 

FOOD 

It  is  difficult  to  say  how  far  a  diet  low  in  a  good  animal  protein  resulting  from 
the  reduced  quantities  of  red  meat  has  affected  the  health  of  the  people;  certain  it 
is  that  the  figures  for  several  diseases  have  been  exceptionally  high  during  the  past 
year,  some,  such  as  Measles  and  Dysentery,  topping  all  records,  while  Influenza 
showed  an  exceptionally  high  incidence  with  many  cases  of  Pneumonia,  and 
doctors  talk  of  much  sub-normal  health. 

Attention  has  been  drawn  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Blood  Transfusion 
Service  to  widespread  mild  anaemia  among  blood  donors  necessitating  an  increase 
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in  the  interval  between  donations  and  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of 
volunteers  rejected  through  mild  anaemia.  It  had  already  been  found  that  the 
rate  of  recovery  of  the  blood  of  vegetarian  donors  was  slower. 

The  effect  of  an  unbalanced  diet  has  been  indicated  in  some  quarters  as 
resulting  in  poor  bone  formation  in  growing  children.  Too  much  regard  should 
not  be  paid  to  the  increase  in  weight  of  school  children  which  is  sometimes 
recorded,  for  the  increase  is  often  accounted  for  by  the  excess  of  starchy  foods 
which  children  eat  to  fill  the  gaps  and  to  satisfy  their  hunger. 

From  time  to  time  the  Ministry  of  Food  supply  figures  of  the  issue  of  vitamin 
products  in  the  County  and  these,  unfortunately,  do  not  indicate  that  the  parents 
appreciate  in  the  way  they  should  the  value  to  the  health  of  the  child  and  to  the 
mother  when  expecting  a  baby,  especially  in  these  days  of  restricted  foods,  of  these 
supplements  to  the  diet. 

The  following  are  the  latest  figures  for  the  districts  showing  the  percentage  of 


potential  issued. 

Orange  Juice. 

Cod  Liver  Oil. 

A.  &  D.  Tablets 

Whitchurch  U.D. 

32.1 

34.6 

38.1 

Oswestry  U.D.  &  R.D. 

20.4 

21.5 

21.1 

Wem  U.D.  &  R.D. 

18.3 

19.9 

33.3 

Ellesmere  U.D.  &  R.D. 

12.5 

21.6 

19.6 

Figures  for  the  County 

as  a  whole 

19.4 

23.5 

29.7 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  it  is  that  results  in  the  parents  in  one 
Urban  District  in  the  County  taking  56.7,  61.3  and  80.0  per  cent,  respectively  of 
the  issue  while  in  another  one  they  only  take  7.1,  16.9  and  9.1. 

CLEAN  FOOD 

The  steps  taken  during  the  year  to  further  the  Clean  Food  Campaign  are 
referred  to  later  in  the  Report,  viz.:  the  adoption  of  the  Bye-laws  in  some  of  the 
districts  dealing  with  the  handling  and  wrapping  of  food,  and  the  Exhibition  at 
Whitchurch  and  Oswestry. 

One  of  the  special  features  which  helped  to  make  the  Exhibition  at  Oswestry 
a  success  was  the  explanation  of  many  of  the  exhibits  by  the  Eood  Inspectors 
who  gave  frequent  explanatory  talks  especially  on  those  dealing  with  the  cause 
of  a  food  poisoning  outbreak  and  the  up-to-date  and  out-of-date  shop.  Another 
feature  which  attracted  considerable  attention  and  a  large  number  of  entries  was 
the  competition  for  the  healthy  food;  while  special  attention  was  drawn  to  the 
lessons  of  the  film,  “  Another  Case  of  Food  Poisoning,  ”  by  a  competition  to  find 
the  most  number  of  faults  shown  in  the  picture. 

Progress  has  assuredly  been  made  in  the  equipment  of  food  shops  and 
catering  premises  but  it  is  the  human  element  which  is  found  to  be  the  weak  link 
in  the  chain  of  precautions.  One  still  finds  too  often  that  the  principles  of 
hygienic  food  handling  are  not  properly  appreciated;  the  attendant  who,  in  a 
beautifully  equipped  shop  with  all  the  food  covered,  herself  in  a  clean  white  coat 
and  head  covering  and  using  tongs  to  handle  sandwiches,  cakes,  etc.,  picks  up  a 
lump  of  sugar  with  her  fingers  is  by  no  means  as  extinct  as  she  ought  to  be. 

The  Bye-laws  for  the  handling  and  wrapping  of  food  are  in  force  in  the 
following  districts: — 

Oswestry  Borough; 

Oswestry  Rural  District;  and 

Whitchurch  Urban  District. 
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DYSENTERY 

The  Infectious  Disease  picture  was  largely  monopolised  by  the  outbreak  of 
Dysentery  which  had  Whitchurch  for  its  centre  with  a  few  cases  in  Wem  and 
some  scattered  cases  in  the  Wem  Rural  District. 

The  outbreak  in  Whitchurch  was  remarkable  in  that,  apart  from  Institutions, 
this  was  the  only  occasion  since  Dysentery  became  a  notifiable  disease  that  more 
than  an  occasional  odd  case  had  occurred.  The  first  case  was  notified  in 
September  and  cases  continued  into  1951,  but  it  is  convenient  to  consider  the 
outbreak  as  a  whole  in  this  report. 

A  great  increase  in  notifications  of  Dysentery  has  occurred  in  the  Country 
since  1925,  the  figure  rose  to  16,278  in  1945  with  a  marked  drop  in  the  four 
following  years  to  rise  this  year  to  17,223.  This  County  was  little  affected  by  this 
extensive  infection  until  this  year  when  there  were  273  cases,  261  of  them 
occurring  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year;  there  were  121  notifications  during  the 
previous  five  years  including  1945  when  there  were  89  cases. 

In  the  Whitchurch  outbreak  there  were  74  cases  notified  from  October  20th 
to  March  29th,  1951,  the  9  cases  in  1951  occurring  at  the  rate  of  three  a  month, 
in  one  month  there  were  three  in  one  family.  In  the  first  four  weeks  notifications 
came  in  small  numbers,  one  or  two  a  week,  in  the  fifth  week  they  rose  to  8  rising 
to  the  peak  of  17  cases  in  the  ninth  week.  Sixty  of  the  74  cases  occurred  in  8 
weeks,  from  the  fifth  to  the  twelfth  week.  In  the  outbreaks  in  England  and  Wales 
in  1944—1947  reported  by  Dr.  Glover  in  1949  many  more  females  were  notified 
than  males  while  the  greatest  number  of  cases  occurred  in  children  below  15  years 
of  age.  In  this  outbreak  the  sexes  were  about  equally  affected,  36  male  and  38 
female  and  the  larger  age  group  was  children  between  5  and  10  years — 29,  while 
among  those  under  5  years  there  were  19  cases. 

There  were  48  cases  among  children  under  15  years  of  age  and  26  in  persons 
over  15  years.  The  youngest  case  was  7  months  old  and  the  oldest  92  years. 
There  were  no  deaths. 

The  disease  was  generally  of  a  mild  form,  the  symptoms  in  the  majority  of 
cases  subsiding  in  two  or  three  days;  as  a  result  it  is  certain  that  there  were  many 
more  cases  than  came  to  light.  During  the  investigation  of  notified  cases  it  was 
sometimes  found  that  other  members  of  the  family  had  had  symptoms  a  week  or 
so  before.  Many  cases  were  probably  not  seen  by  a  doctor  and  it  is  possible 
that  quite  a  number  of  those  seen  were  never  notified;  it  is  fairly  safe  to  assume 
that  there  were  many  more  cases  than  those  recorded.  On  the  notification  of  the 
first  cases  all  the  general  practitioners  were  informed  of  the  presence  of  the 
disease  in  the  Town. 

In  all  cases  except  two,  Shigella  Sonnei  was  found  in  the  faeces,  in  the 
two  exceptions  Shigella  Flexner  was  found,  one  of  them  being  the  patient  of  92. 

All  persons  showing  the  presence  of  the  organism  whether  showing  symptoms 
or  not  were  recorded  as  cases  in  accordance  with  a  memorandum  of  Medical 
Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  published  earlier  in  the  year. 

After  the  first  notifications  the  County  School  Medical  Officer  was  consulted 
as  to  the  exclusion  of  school  children  suffering  from  the  disease  and  of  contacts. 

It  was  decided  at  first  to  exclude  all  school  contacts  until  the  case  had  had 
three  negative  reports,  later,  the  contacts,  if  they  had  no  symptoms,  were  not  kept 
away  from  school.  Contacts  working  in  a  school  canteen  were  excluded  from 
work  until  three  personal  negative  specimens,  after  the  case  had  had  three 
negatives. 

Although  one  of  the  first  cases  was  a  worker  in  a  school  canteen  the  disease 
never  seriously  affected  the  schools  where  identification  of  cases  was  more  likely 
than  among  other  members  of  the  population.  There  was  no  serious  absenteeism 
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until  Influenza  took  its  toll  in  the  beginning  of  1951.  Out  of  a  school  population 
of  935,  which  excludes  the  Grammar  School  a  mile  or  so  out  of  the  Town,  the 
majority  of  children  attending  it  coming  from  outside  the  Town,  the  total  of  32 
children  were  notified,  the  most  in  any  one  school,  the  Infants  School,  being  17. 

All  food  handlers  who  were  infected  or  were  contacts  with  a  case  were 
excluded  from  work  until  considered  to  be  free  from  infection.  Nine  of  the 
cases  were  food  handlers,  including  two  grocers,  two  confectioners,  two  farm 
workers  handling  milk  and  one  school  canteen  worker. 

There  was  no  particular  food  or  milk  which  fell  under  suspicion;  the 
groceries  of  the  early  cases  were  supplied  from  several  sources  and  the  milk  supply 
came  from  three  retailers,  the  two  main  supplies  being  pasteurised. 

Active  steps  were  taken  in  the  supervision  of  all  food  shops  and  catering 
establishments  and  cases  and  contacts  who  were  food  handlers  were  kept  under 
close  observation. 

Female  patients  took  longer  to  clear  up  than  males.  The  average  time  to 
obtain  the  first  of  three*  negative  specimens  was  26  days  in  the  case  of  males  and 
33.5  days  in  the  case  of  females.  The  longest  time  was  79  days  and  the  shortest 
9  days.  Children  took  longer  to  clear  up  than  adults  and  as  the  outbreak  wore  on 
cases  cleared  up  more  quickly. 


WHITCHURCH 

DYSENTERY  (SONNE)  -  SEPT  I960- 51 


* 
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OLD  PEOPLE 


The  question  of  the  care  of  old  people  has  been,  referred  to  frequently  during 
the  year  in  Conferences,  Ministry  of  Health  Circulars  and  Ministerial  statements. 
There  is  a  concensus  of  opinion  that  more  should  be  done  to  provide  suitable 
accommodation  for  those  members  of  the  community  who  are  less  able  to  help 
themselves  than  others,  but  the  problem  is  by  no  means  an  easy  one. 

The  type  and  amount  of  accommodation  would  vary  according  to  the 
physical  condition,  some  could  manage  a  two  or  three  roomed  flat  or  bungalow 
themselves,  others  would  require  help  in  the  care  of  the  home  and  other  domestic 
duties,  while  it  has  to  be  remembered  that  they  are  all  advancing  towards  the 
time  when  they  will  need  more  help  and  although  they  may  be  fairly  active  when 
they  first  occupy  the  dwelling  in  the  natural  order  of  things  they  cannot  continue 
in  that  fortunate  state. 

There  is  also  the  difficulty  of  moving  them  any  considerable  distance  from 
where  they  have  spent  many  years  of  their  lives,  to  old  people  change  and 
strangeness  appear  to  be  among  the  worst  evils. 

There  is  divided  responsibility  for  the  care  of  the  elderly,  the  district  councils 
should  provide  the  small  dwellings  or  the  bed-sitting  rooms  in  hostels  while  the 
Welfare  Authority  which  is  the  County  Council  should  take  care  of  them  when 
they  become  more  infirm,  and  in  case  of  illness  they  will  pass  to  the  care  of 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  An  ever  present  problem  is  the  lack  of  hospital 
accommodation. 

It  has  been  stated  on  behalf  of  the  Government  that  it  is  anxious  that  local 
authorities  should  bear  in  mind  the  need  for  homes  for  old  people  within  the 
confines  of  a  housing  estate,  if  possible  providing  accommodation  for  a  proportion 
of  old  people  in  the  building  programme. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

The  work  of  the  Home  Help  Service  is  detailed  in  the  reports  of  Oswestry 
Borough  and  Whitchurch  Urban  District  which  are  the  only  districts  served  with 
parts  of  the  rural  districts  adjacent  to  them. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mrs.  Martin  Wilson,  the  County  Organiser  of  the  Women’s 
Voluntary  Service  which  carries  out  the  scheme  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council, 
for  the  report. 

This  service  is  of  inestimable  value  and  its  chief  limitation  is  the  restricted 
a-rea  which  it  serves. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


The  tollowing  are  the  general  statistics  for  the  different  districts  in  the  area  : — 

ELLESMERE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,206 

Population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  ...  ...  ...  2,095 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Book  at  end  of  1950  ...  692 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £11,078 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £44 

OSWESTRY  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,180 

Population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  ...  ...  ...  10,970 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Book  at  end  of  1950  ...  3.198 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £80,594 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  £322 

WEM  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  905 

Population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  ...  ...  ...  2,450 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Book  at  end  of  1950  .  744 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £12.650 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £51 

WHITCHURCH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,996 

Population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  ...  ...  ...  6,901 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Book  at  end  of  1950  ...  2,032 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £38.438 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £152 

ELLESMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51,117 

Population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  ...  ...  ...  8,390 

No.  of  inhabited,  houses  according  to  Rate  Book  at  end  of  1950  ...  1,900 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £29,163 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £118 

OSWESTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  61,527 

Population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  ...  ...  ...  20,940 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Book  at  end  of  1950  ...  4,684 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £74.150 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £291 

WEM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  ...  ...  ...  60,417 

Population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  ...  ...  11,760 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Book  at  end  of  1950  ...  3,110 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £49,287 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £207 

NORTH  WEST  SHROPSHIRE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS. 

Area  of  whole  district  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  183.348 

Population  of  whole  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63.506 
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ELLESMERE  URBAN  DISTRICT 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

14 

28 

42 

Illegitimate 

1 

A 

3 

15 

30 

45 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  (Civilian)  ... 

21.4 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

. 

. 

25.8 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths. 

23 

21 

24 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

21.0 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

. 

15.9 

Still  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Illegitimate  ..; 

.  - 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

0.95 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  1  year  of  age  who  died  in  1950 

A 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of 

age  per 

1.000  births 

66.7 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  consequence 

of  child 

birth 

1 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

births  . 

21.3 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all 

ages)  .. 

— 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

— 

— 

— 
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OSWESTRY  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

80 

80 

160 

Illegitimate 

2 

7 

9 

82 

87 

169 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  (Civilian)  ... 

15.4 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

15. S 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths. 

65 

87 

152 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

13.9 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

13.4 

Still  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

5 

— 

5 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

6 

— 

6 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

0.55 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  1  year  of  age  who  died  in  1950 

3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per 

1,000  births 

18.0 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  consequence  of  child 

1  birth 

2 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  births  . 

.  .  ... 

1 1 .02 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Gough  (all  ages)  . 

— 

- — 

— 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

— 

— 

— 
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WEM  URBAN  DISTRICT 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

26 

15 

41 

Illegitimate 

• 

3 

1 

4 

Birth  Rate  per  LOGO  population  (Civilian)  .. 

29 

16 

45 

18.4 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

.  . 

20  0 

Deaths. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Death  Rate  per  1.000  population 

13 

26 

39 

15.9 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

.  . 

13.1 

Still  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Female. 

Legitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

• 

.  .  - 

— 

1 

0.41 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  1  year  of  age  who  died  in  1950 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  ; 

age  per 

1,000  births 

Nil 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  consequence 

of  child  birth 

1 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

births 

.  .  .  ... 

21.7 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Male. 

Female 

Total. 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all 

ages)  . 

— 

— 

_ _ 

„  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

— 

- - 

- - 

WHITCHURCH  URBAN  DISTRICT 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

55 

53 

108 

Illegitimate 

4 

1 

5 

59 

54 

113 

16.3 

17.2 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths. 

52 

34 

86 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

. 

12.4 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

.  • 

1 1 .0 

Still  Births. 

■Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

n 

Illegitimate 

1 

* - 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

0.43 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  1  year  of  age  who  died  in  1950 

6 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of 

age  per 

1,000  births 

53.1 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  consequence 

of  child  birth 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

births  . 

... 

Nil 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all 

ages)  . 

— 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

— 

— 

— 

Birth  Rate  per  1.000  population  (Civilian) 
Corrected  Birth  Rate 


ELLESMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  (Civilian) 
Corrected  Birth  Rate 

Deaths. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Corrected  Death  Rate 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

65 

52 

1 17 

2 

1 

3 

67 

53 

120 

14.3 

20.3 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

37 

43 

80 

9.5 

10.8 

Male. 

1 

Female. 

Total. 

1 

Nil 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  1  year  of  age  who  died  in  1950  ... 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1,000  births 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  consequence  of  child  birth 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  births  ... 

Male.  Female. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


0.12 


8.3 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 


OSWESTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

•  • 

151 

147 

298 

Illegitimate 

6 

5 

11 

157 

152 

309 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000-  population  (Civilian)  ... 

14.7 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

.  , 

\1.  7 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths. 

138 

98 

236 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

11.2 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

.  . 

12  2 

Still  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

5 

4 

9 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

5 

5 

10 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  LOOO  population 

0.48 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  1  year  of  age  who  died  in  1950 

4 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per 

1,000 

births 

12.9 

Number  of  Women  dying;  in  consequence  of  child 

birth 

...  ,  ,  , 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate"  per  1,000  births 

Nil 

Male. 

Female . 

Total. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

.. 

1 

— 

1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . 

— 

— 

— 

„  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

.  . 

- — 

- — 
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WEM  RURAL  DISTRICT 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

104 

88 

192 

Illegitimate 

9 

9 

18 

113 

97 

210  . 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  (Civilian)  ... 

17.1 

Corrected  Birth  Rate 

18.8 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths. 

63 

51 

114 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

11 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

10.5 

Still  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

— 

2 

2 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

1 

0 

jL 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

0.26 

Number  of  children  under  1  year  of  age  who  died  in  1950  ...  ...  3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  14.3 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  consequence  of  child  birth  .  .  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  —  —  — 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  —  —  — 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  —  —  — 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


f 

Ellesmer 

U.D. 

Oswestry 

MB. 

Wem 

U.D. 

Whitchurch 

U.D. 

Ellesmere 

R.D. 

Oswestry 

R.D. 

Wem 

R.D. 

North  West 

District.t 

Tub.  of  Resp.  System 

— 

5 

3 

1 

3 

6 

— 

18 

Other  forms  of  Tub'is  ... 

1 

— 

• — - 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— - 

— - 

— 

i 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Measles 

Other  infective  and 

— 

— 

— 

/ 

1 

1 

parasitic  diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm. 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

stomach 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

8 

2 

6 

2 

6 

3 

27 

lung,  brochus 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

1 

4 

4 

1 

10 

breast 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

3 

1 

4 

1 

9 

uterus  ...  ...  _ 

Other  malignant  & 

1 

- 

2 

3 

lymphatic  neoplasms 

4 

10 

3 

n 

10 

20 

6 

64 

Leukaemia,  aleukaeimia 

— 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

' 

5 

nervous  system 

Coronary  disease, 

6 

18 

3 

: 

9 

10 

24 

10 

80 

Angina 

Hypertension  with 

9 

15 

7 

1 

10 

8 

32 

15 

89 

heart  disease 

3 

4 

1 

3 

J 

9 

L. 

7 

23 

Other  heart  disease 

13 

46 

9 

10 

15 

53 

33 

179 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

— 

8 

1 

3 

8 

2 

28 

Influenza 

— 

1 

6 

2 

2  , 

11 

Pneumonia 

— 

3 

- 

— 

6 

2 

11 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  the 

2 

2 

2 

5 

3 

10 

9 

33 

Resp .  System 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  &  duodenum  ... 

— 

1 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1 

2 

4 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  (Diarhhoea)  ... 

— • 

— 

— - 

— 

- — 

4 

— 

4 

Nephritis  &  Nephrosis 

2 

3 

— « 

1 

1 

4 

4 

15 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

1 

6 

Pregnancy,  C’birth,  Abortion 
Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

4 

4 

ill-defined  diseases 

7 

16 

2 

15 

6 

22 

9 

77 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

9 

L. 

o 

— 

1 

3 

9 

11 

A  ll  other  accidents 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

9 

1 

11 

Suicide 

1 

1 

— ’ 

— 

— 

Jit 

1 

5 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

All  causes 

44 

152 

1 

39 

1 

86 

1 

80 

236 

114 

751 

24 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

AGE  DISTRIBUTION 
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District. 

Deaths. 

M.  F. 

Total. 

Rate  per 
1,000 

Population. 

ELLESMERE  U.D.  ...  • 

1 

3 

4 

1.90 

OSWESTRY  M  B. 

11 

1 1 

22 

2.00 

WEM  U.D. 

1 

5 

6 

2.40 

WHITCHURCH  U.D.  ... 

...  13 

8 

21 

3.04 

ALL  URBAN  DISTRICTS 

...  26 

27 

53 

2.46 

ELLESMERE  R.D. 

...  4 

9 

13 

1 .55 

OSWESTRY  R.D. 

...  17 

19 

36 

1.72 

WEM  R.D. 

...  8 

3 

11 

0.94 

ALL  RURAL  DISTRICTS 

23 

31 

60 

1.46 

WHOLE  OF  NORTH  WEST  SHROPSHIRE 

55 

58 

113 

1 .80 

NEO-MORTALITY 


Deaths  of  infants 

Rate  per. 

Districts. 

under 

1 

month. 

1,000  births. 

• 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

ELLESMERE  U.D. 

A 

1 

3 

66.7 

OSWESTRY  M.B. 

...  l 

— 

1 

5.9 

WEM  U.D. 

...  - — 

— 

— 

Nil. 

WHITCHURCH  UfD.  ... 

...  4 

1 

s 

44.2 

ALL  URBAN  DISTRICTS 

...  7 

9 

9 

24.2 

ELLESMERE  R.D.  ...  ‘  ... 

.  .  .  - 

— 

— 

Nil. 

OSWESTRY  R.D. 

.  .  . 

...  1 

i 

9 

6.5 

WEM  R.D. 

...  1 

i 

A 

9.5 

ALL  RURAL  DISTRICTS 

2 

O 

4 

6.3 

WHOLE  OF  NORTH  WEST  SHROPSHIRE 

...  9 

4 

13 

12.8 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,  1950 
ELLESMERE  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Ages. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Measles. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  — 

_ 

2 

2 

3— 

_ 

— 

3 

2 

5— 

— 

1 

13 

10 

10— 

1  c 

— 

• - 

— 

- - 

l  J - 

25— 

- _ 

— 

— 

— 

45— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  & 

over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Not 

known 

— 

- — 

— 

* - 

TOTALS 

— 

1 

18 

14 

Apart  from  the  32  cases  of 

Measles  and  1 

case  of  Scarlet 

Fever  the 

Town  was 

free  from 

Infectious  Disease, 
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OSWESTRY  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH 
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WEM  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Ages. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Measles. 

Pneumonia. 

Dysentery. 

0— 

1  — 

M 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

i 

1 

3  2 

1  1 

8  2 

13  6 

—  — 

1 

-*» 

■ — 

5 _ 

1 

_ 

_  _ 

-  - 

1 

— 

10— 

1  s 

— 

■ — 

—  . — 

1 

—  1 

1 

— 

— 

25— 

4S- 

— 

— 

—  — 

1 

- — 

65  &  over  ... 
Not  known 

1 

i 

TOTALS  ... 

2  1 

3  2 

23  9 

_  2 

5 

— 

There  was  less  Infectious  Disease  than  last  year.  Measles  was  widespread  throughout 
the  country  and  the  comparatively  few  cases  in  Wem  was  probably  due  to  the  fact  that 
there  was  a  fair  number  of  cases  the  previous  year.  The  few  cases  of  Dysentery  occurred  at 
the  end  of  the  year  and  there  were  some  cases  into  1951,  but  fortunately  there  was  no  evidence 
of  any  considearble  spread  of  this  highly  infectious  disease. 
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chinch  appears  to  maintain  a  fair  degree  of  immunity  without  large  visitations. 
Reference  has  been  made  to  the  Dysentery  outbreak  earlier  in  the  report. 


ELLESMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Ages. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Measles. 

Erysipelas. 

Paratyphoid 

Fever. 

0— 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

1  1  1  1 

—  o  ^ 

_  _ 

1  — 

1  4 

—  1 

_  _ 

3  — 

3  2 

2  1 

_  2 

3  4 

1  2 

a 

—  — 

—  — 

25— 

45— 

65  &  over 

Not  known 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

" 

—  — 

1  — 

TOTALS  . . . 

2  5 

6 

2 

6  1 1 

1 

1 

Five  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  in  the  Bagley-Hordley  area,  the  cases  all  occurred 
within  a  few  days  of  each  other  and  were  probably  infected  by  a  mild  case  in  school.  Three 
families  were  affected,  two  cases  occurring  in  each  of  two  families. 

The  case  of  Para-typhoid  was  probably  infected  while  on  holiday. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  TABLE  FOR  THE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


ELLESMERE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1950. 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Total. 

Civilian  Cases 

Service  Cases 

Transfers 

TOTALS 

Cured 

Left  district 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

1  — 

M  F. 

_  i 

M.  F. 

1  1 

1 

_  1 

1  1 

1  — 

—  1 

T  - 

—  i 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  1950. 

Non- 

Respiratorv.  Respiratory.  Total. 

M.'  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

5  7  6  6  11  13 

No.  of  Primary  Notifications  in  1950 — 2. 

OSWESTRY  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH. 

NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1950. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Total. 

Civilian  Cases 

Service  Cases 

Transfers  ...  ...  ...  - 

TOTALS 

Cured 

Left  district 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

4  6 

—  1 

M  F. 

—  1 

M.  F. 

4  7 

1 

4  7 

—  1 

4  8 

4 

-  - 

4  — 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  1950. 


Respiratory 


M. 

47 


F. 

32 


Non- 

Respiratory. 
M.  F. 

26  24 


Total. 


M. 

73 


F. 

56 


No.  of  Primary  Notifications  in  1950 — 11. 


VM  M  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1950. 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Total. 

Civilian  Cases 

Service  Cases 

Transfers 

TOTALS 

Cured 

Left  district 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

—  1 

M.  F. 

2  1 

M.  F. 

2  2 

__  i 

2  1 

2  2 

2  1 

—  — 

2  1 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  1950. 


Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  1950. 

Respiratory . 

M.  F. 

5  2 

No.  of  Primary  Notifications  in  1950 — 4. 


Non- 

Respiratory. 

M.  F. 

10  7 


Total. 


M.  F. 

15  9 


WHITCHURCH  URBAN  DISTRICT 

NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1950. 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Total. 

Civilian  Cases 

Service  Cases 

Transfers 

TOTALS 

Cured 

Left  district 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

2  i 

1  — 

1  1 

M.  F. 

2  1 

M.  F 

4  2 

1  — 

1  1 

4  2 

2  1 

6  3 

1 

1  — 

—  1 

_  i 

1  — 
—  1 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  1950. 

Respiratory. 

M  F. 

19  9 

No.  of  Primary  Notifications  in  1950 — 7. 


Non- 


Respiratory. 
M.  F. 
17  11 


Total. 


M.  F. 

36  20 


35 


ELLESMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1950. 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Total. 

civilian  Cases 

Service  Cases 

Transfers 

TOTALS 

Cured 

Left  district 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

2  2 

2  — 

M.  F. 

2  — 

—  1 

M  F. 

4  2 

2  1 

4  2 

2  1 

6  3 

3  i 

—  — 

3  1 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  1950. 


No.  of  Primary  Notifications  in  1950 — 6. 


Respiratory. 
M.  F. 
21  15 


Non- 

Respiratory. 
M.  F. 
22  13 


Total. 

M.  F. 

43  28 


OSWESTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1950. 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Civilian  Cases 

Service  Cases 

Transfers 

TOTALS 

Cured  ...  ...  ... 

Left  district 

Deaths 

M.  F 

4  1 

3  2 

M.  F 

2  3 

7  3 

2  ^ 

3  2 

1 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  1950. 

Respiratory.  Non- 

Resoiratory. 
M.  F.  M.  F. 

46  32  33  40 

No.  of  Primary  Notifications  in  1950 — 10. 


Total. 


M.  F. 

6  4 


9 


4 


2 


Total. 


M.  F. 

79  72 


36 


WEM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1950. 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory . 

Total. 

Civilian  Cases 

Service  Cases 

Transfers 

TOTALS 

Cured 

Left  district 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

1  1 

2  — 

6  1 

M.  F. 

1  3 

M  F. 

2  4 

2  _ 

6  1 

9  2 

1  3 

10  5 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

—  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  end  of  1950. 

Respiratory.  Non-  Total. 

Respiratory. 

M.  F.  M.  ‘  F.  M.  F. 

28  26  24  27  52  53 

No.  of  Primary  Notifications  in  1950 — 8. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

TABLE  SHOWING  NOTIFICATIONS  FOR  THE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1950 


Respir¬ 

atory. 

Total. 

Non- 
Respir- 
atory . 

Total. 

Total  of  all 
Notifica¬ 
tions. 

ELLESMERE  U.D.  ... 

M.  F. 

1  — 

1 

M.  F 

1 

1 

2 

OSWESTRY  M.B. 

4  5 

9 

—  1' 

1 

10 

WEM  U.D. 

—  1 

] 

2  1 

3 

4 

WHITCHURCH  U.D.  ... 

3  1 

4 

2  1 

3 

7 

ALL  URBAN 
DISTRICTS 

8  7 

15 

4  4 

8 

23 

ELLESMERE  R.D.  ... 

9  9 

4 

2  _ 

0 

X- 

6 

OSWESTRY  R.D. 

4  1 

5 

2  3 

5 

10 

WEM  R.D. 

3  1 

4 

1  3 

4 

8 

ALL  RURAL 
DISTRICTS 

9  4 

13 

5  6 

1 1 

24 

WHOLE  OF  NORTH 

WEST  SHROPSHIRE 

17  11 

28 

9  10 

19 

47 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  Chest  Physician  attends  at: — 

Oswestry,  the  Clinic,  Upper  Brook  Street,  every  Friday  from  1.30  p.m.  to  3.15  p.m. 
Whitchurch,  27,  St.  Mary’s  Street,  the  first  Friday  in  each  month,  from  11  a.m. 
to  1  p.m. 

Shrewsbury,  17,  Belmont,  every  Wednesday,  from  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES 
Facilities  for  Treatment. — Clinics. 

OSWESTRY: 

These  are  administered  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  are  available  at 
the  various  centres  given  below,  the  Medical  Officer  attending  on  the  dates  and  at 
the  hours  given. 

The  Dispensary,  Lower  Brook  Street.  Oswestry. 

THURSDAYS:  Men  —  I  p.m.  to  2  p.m.  Women  —  2  p.m.  to  3  p.m. 
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SHREWSBURY: 

I,  Belmont,  Shrewsbury. 

THURSDAYS  and  FRIDAYS:  Men  —  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 

MONDAYS  and  WEDNESDAYS:  Women  —  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

HOSPITALS  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

Oswestry  and  District  Hospital. 

Ellesmere  Cottage  Hospital. 

Whitchurch  Cottage  Hospital. 

Cases  of  Enteric  Fevers,  Meningitis,  A/cute  Poliomyelitis  or  Acute  Encephalitis 
are  treated  at  Copthorne  Hospital,  while  Monkmoor  Hospital,  Shrewsbury,  admits 
other  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  such  as  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Measles, 
Whooping  Cough,  etc. 

Other  hospitals  which  provide  accommodation  for  the  district  are: — 

The  County  Council  Hospital,  Cross  Houses,  Shrewsbury. 

The  Royal  Salop  Infirmary,  Shrewsbury. 

Eye,  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital,  Shrewsbury. 

The  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Park  Hall, 
Oswestry 

All  these  hospitals  are  administered  by  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital 
Board  which  was  constituted  in  accordance  with  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICES 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  it  became  the  duty  of  the  County 
Council,  the  Local  Health  Authority  under  the  Act,  to  make  provisions  for 
securing  that  ambulances  and  other  means  of  transport  are  available  for  the 
conveyance  of  persons  suffering  from  illness  or  mental  defectiveness  and 
expectant  mothers  or  nursing  mothers,  from  places  in  their  area  to  places  in  or 
outside  their  area,  and  particulars  of  these  were  given  in  last  year's  report. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

These  are  available  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Royal  Salop  Infirmary, 
Shrewsbury,  Telephone  Shrewsbury  4389.  The  Bacteriologist  is  Dr.  A.  C.  Jones, 
and  the  Pathologist,  Dr.  G.  Grant. 

This  service,  originaily  instituted  as  an  emergency  basis,  is  now  a  permanent 
unit  at  the  Royal  Salop  Infirmary  undertaking  work  for  Local  Authorities  free  of 
charge  in  so  far  as  it  is  relevant  to  diagnosis.  This  service  is  invaluable, 
particularly  in  the  expeditious  dealing  with  the  bacteriological  examination  of 
food  samples. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

CHILDREN  IMMUNISED  DURING  1950 
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ELLESMERE  URBAN  DISTRICT 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Water  Supply. 

1  here  has  been  no  change  in  the  source  of  supply  since  the  previous  report, 
the  water  being  obtained  in  bulk  from  the  Liverpool  Corporation’s  Vyrnwy 
Aqueduct  at  the  Trench  Valve  House  Station. 

A  considerable  area  of  the  Ellesmere  Rural  District  is  supplied  from  the 
Ellesmere  Urban  mains. 

The  supply  in  quality,  quantity  and  pressure  is  consistently  good. 


Number  of  houses  supplied  direct  from  mains  .  683 

Number  of  houses  supplied  by  standpipes  .  9 

Number  of  houses  put  on  main  during  year  .  31 

Number  of  Council  houses  included  .  27 

Number  of  Private  houses  included  .  4 

Approximate  population  supplied  from  mains  .  1,895 

Approximate  population  supplied  from  standpipes  .  22 

TABLE  OF  CONSUMPTION  OF  WATER 

1949  1950 

((Galls.)  (Galls.) 

Valve  House  Mains  meter  ...  ...  ...  59,601,000  67,091,000 

Urban  Domestic  and  None-meter  ...  ...  24,568,000  27,836,000 

Urban  Meter  (trade)  supplies  ...  ...  12,179,000  16,590,000 

Rural  Meter  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  22,854,000  22,665,000 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  major  part  of  the  district  is  sewered  on  the  partially  separate  system,  this 
being  the  1932  scheme  in  which  all  sewage,  apart  from  the  Mereside,  comprises  a 
gravity  system  to  the  Wharf  Meadow  receiving  and  screening  depot,  the  screened 
sewage  being  then  raised  to  the  disposal  part  of  the  works  by  compressed  air 
operated  automatically. 

Part  of  the  district  is  sewered  on  the  combined  system,  gravity  throughout, 
with  a  disposal  works  adjacent  to  the  Newnes  Brook. 

Part  of  the  post-war  housing  system  is  a  partially  separate  system,  gravity 
throughout,  with  a  new  disposal  works  in  the  Newnes  Brook  area,  and  to  deal  with 
a  daily  flow  of  5,200  gallons. 

The  Mereside  sewage  is  raised  by  a  centrifugal  pump  to  the  Church  Street 
sewer,  and  then  flows  by  gravity  to  the  Wharf  Meadow  works. 

Sewage  from  the  Oteley  Camp,  in  the  Ellesmere  Rural  area,  is  also  pumped 
from  the  Oteley  pumping  station  and  received  in  the  same  Church  Street  manhole 
as  the  Mereside  sewage. 

Sewage  from  the  Oswestry  Road  New  School  will  be  received,  through 
screening  (Cambers,  direct  at  the  Wharf  Meadow  disposal  station,  cutting  out 
pumping  entirely. 


HOUSING 

The  housing  programme  of  the  Council  was  entirely  maintained  during  the 
year,  with  the  tenanting  of  the  last  20  houses,  the  Council  were  the  owners  of  153 
houses  of  varying  types  and  sizes,  out  of  a  total  of  692  houses  in  the  district  or 
about  22  per  cent,  of  the  total  number. 

Some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  securing  continuity  of  the  housing 
programme  to  completion  of  the  site  available,  due  to  the  inability  of  the  Ministry 
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of  Health  to  consent  to  the  prices  of  the  additional  houses,  tenders  on  two 


occasions  having  been  turned  down. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  minor  repairs  .  40 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  dirty  conditions  .  3 

Number  of  houses  requiring  minor  repairs  .  39 

Number  of  houses  repaired  .  37 

Number  of  houses  outstanding  .  2 

New  houses  —  Council  .  27 

New  houses  —  Private  .  4 

Number  of  Council  houses  overcrowded  1 

Number  of  Private  houses  overcrowded  .  2 


Number  of  Council  houses  overcrowding  remedied  .  1 

Number  of  Private  houses  overcrowding  remedied  .  2 

PUBLIC  LAVATORIES 

Public  Lavatory  accommodation  for  the  district  is  as  follows: — 

Mereside:  Males  2  W.C’s  and  3  stall  urinal.  Females  2  W.C’s.  No  washing 
accommodation. 

Market  Hall:  Males  2  W.C’s,  1  4  stall  urinal.  Females  4  W.C’s.  Wash  place  1 
(Female). 

Brownlow  Yard:  Male  only.  I  3  stall  width  urinal  only. 

New  accommodation  has  been  planned  and  awaiting  receipt  of  tenders  for  a 
site  in  Cross  Street.  This  comprises  accommodation  for  male  use  2  W.C’s,  3  stall 
urinal  and  wash  place,  and  for  female  use  4  W.C’s  and  wash  place.  This 
accommodation  when  constructed  will  take  the  place  of  the  Market  Hall 
agcommodation  which  will  be  used  entirely  by  the  tenant’s  employees,  and  will 
not  be  available  to  the  public,  and  should  also  replace  the  unsatisfactory  Brownlow 
Yard  urinal. 


FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

All  meat  supplies  are  obtained  by  road  from  the  Oswestry  stores  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food.  The  vans  in  which  the  meat  is  delivered  are  covered  in,  and 
metal  lined,  and  have  been  found  clean  and  satisfactory. 

Foods  condemned: — 

Beef.  250  lbs.  Bone  taint. 

1  kidney  and  kidney  fat.  Nephritis  and  pus  deposits. 

Pork,  1  head,  decomposing. 

Tinned  Goods, — Milk  67  tins.  Soups  and  vegetables  35  tins.  Fish 
8  tins.  Fruit  20  tins.  Tinned  meats  10  tins.  Jams  5  tins.  Others 


2  packages.  Total:  147. 

Bakehouses. 

Number  of  bakehouses  in  district  .  8 

Number  of  bakehouses  not  in  use  .  2 

Number  of  inspections  . .  30 


Two  bakehouses  out  of  use  due  to  change  of  tenancy  in  one  case  and  lack  of 
staff  in  the  other. 

Fried  Fish  Shops. 

Number  of  fried  fish  shops  in  district  2 

Number  of  visits  . .  5 

No  cause  for  complaint  as  to  cleanliness  was  found. 
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Other  Places. 

Cafes,  Restaurants  (other  than  hotels)  .  7 

Hotels  .  4 

Guest  houses  .  2 

Number  of  visits  .  25 


On  all  occasions  conditions  in  kitchens  were  found  satisfactory.  Some 
difficulty  existed  at  one  place  due  to  failing  cold  water  supply,  but  this  has  been 
remedied.  Hot  and  cold  water  are  available  in  all  cases. 


Ice  Cream. 

Ice  Cream  makers  wholesale  .  0 

Ice  Cream  makers  retail  .  0 

Ice  Cream  Retailers  .  7 


In  all  cases  only  wrapped  ice  cream  is  sold  by  the  retailers  resident  in  the 
Urban  area,  but  retailers  who  visit  the  district  or  pass  through,  and  sell  from  ice 
cream  vehicles,  retail  ice  cream  both  wrapped  and  unwrapped. 

Milk. 

Number  of  samples  taken  at  Hospital  .  5 

One  sample  tested  for  tuberculosis  and  proved  negative. 

One  sample  sent  by  post  became  unsatisfactory  due  to  being  too 
long  in  arriving  at  the  Laboratory. 

All  samples  are  now  sent  by  'bus,  the  Laboratory  being  notified  of  the  sample 
being  put  on  the  'bus  and  its  time  of  departure  from  Ellesmere  and  time  of 
arrival  in  Shrewsbury  given  by  telephone. 

Disinfections. 

Number  of  disinfections  following  diseases  .  5 

Methods  used  are  by  spraying  with  formalin  solutions  followed  by  Formalin 
Fumigators,  and  all  drains  sprayed  with  pine  disinfectants. 

Refuse  Removal. 

District  Scavenging  is  carried  out  by  contract.  The  work  is  efficiently  carried 
out.  The  Contractor’s  own  vehicles  used  for  this  work  are  provided  with 
specially  made  covers,  but  vehicles  hired  by  the  Contractor  occasionally  to  assist 
are  not  so  provided. 

Smoke. 

All  power  boilers  in  the  district  are  mechanically  stoked  and  are  generally 
satisfactory. 

Two  upright  boilers  are  in  use.  These  occasionally  give  cause  for  complaint 
due  to  careless  firing,  but  visits  have  in  all  instances  secured  improvement. 

Number  of  smoke  observations  .  4 

Number  of  smoke  complaints  1 

Number  of  smoke  complaints  remedied  1 

Vermin  Control.  Bugs. 

Number  of  infestations  (slight)  .  2 

Number  of  infestations  dealt  with  .  2 

Number  of  treatments  .  5 

Treatment  carried  out  is  by  spraying  floors  and  walls  with  a  D.D.T. 
preparation. 

The  infestation  in  these  cases  arise  from  one  source  and  is  difficult  to  clear 
satisfactorily  due  to  unreasonable  legal  delays  in  settling  up  a  deceased  woman’s 
affairs,  resulting  in  the  house  remaining  locked  up  with  the  deceased  personal 
property,  pending  a  decision  as  to  its  final  disposal. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  S949. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  your  Council  appointed  a  part-time  Pest 


Destruction  Operator. 

Number  of  houses  dealt  with  .  11 

Number  of  visits  for  survey  and  treatment  .  55 

Number  of  business  premises  treated  .  8 

Number  of  business  premises  visits  .  30 

Number  of  visits  to  Sewage  Works  and  sewers  .  77 

Number  of  visits  to  Refuse  tips  .  93 


Methods  of  inspection  and  treatment,  consisting  of  a  pre-baiting  and  poison 
baiting  are  carried  out  in  strict  conformity  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  requirements.  The  chief  bait  base  used  is  sausage  rusk,  and  the  main 
poison  zinc  phosphate. 

Mortuary. 

The  mortuary  has  been  used  six  times  during  the  year.  Following  the  use  of 
the  mortuary,  disinfection  by  spraying  and  cleansing  of  sheets  is  carried  out  on 
each  occasion. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ELLESMERE 

Prescribed  particulars  of  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 

i  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

9 

TO 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

( iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
|  (excluding  out-workers  premises) 

— 

— 

TOTAL  . . . 

9 

32 

— 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases.”) 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 

Particulars. 

Referred 

cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temper- 

— 

- - 

— 

ature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

" - 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

4 

— 

— 

— 

fective 

O 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 

work) 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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OSWESTRY  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Water  Engineer  for  the  following  notes  on  water 
supply,  etc. 

Rainfall  at  Mount  Road  Reservoirs  for  the  year  ending  31.12.50  38.72  ins. 

Consumption  for  the  year  .  155,033,900  galls. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 

2.  Number  of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 

(a)  direct  to  houses  (1)  .  3,075 

(2)  .  10,900 

(b)  by  means  of  stand  pipes  (1)  .  41 

(2)  .  148 

Nature  of  supplies  to  remaining  houses: — Wells. 

There  are  isolated  dwellings  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  some  considerable 
distance  from  the  mains,  without  a  piped  water  supply. 

The  water  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity  and  the  supply 
is  now  corrected  for  plumbo  solvency. 

The  Corporation  gathering  rounds  and  impounding  reservoir  at  Penygwely, 
together  with  the  storage  reservoirs  at  Mount  Road,  provide  a  sufficient  supply 
for  the  normal  requirements  of  the  town  during  seasons  of  average  rainfall.  This 
supply  can  at  any  time  be  augmented  by  drawing  250,000  gallons  per  day  from 
the  Liverpool  Corporation  Lake  Vyrnwy  Aqueduct,  this  latter  supply  being 
obtained  under  powers  granted  by  an  Act  of  Parliament.  The  treatment  given 
consists  of  an  average  period  of  seven  days  storage  followed  by  rapid  filtration, 
with  the  prior  addition  of  lime  and  coagulant,  lime  and  Calgon  after  filtration, 
and  chlorination  by  the  Chloramine  system. 

The  water  supply  to  all  parts  of  the  town  is  constant  and  more  than  99% 
of  all  dwelling  houses  have  direct  supplies  or  stand  pipes  within  easy  reach. 


REPORTS  OF  ANALYSES 
Ref.:  E/EP/I8  (Untreated) 

Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million 

Appearance:  Very  faint  yellow  opalescence  with  a  slight  flocculent  deposit  of 
mineral  and  organic  debris  together  with  a  number  of  chlorophyceae,  a  few 
diatoms,  protozoa  and  Crustacea. 

Turbidity:  Less  than  5. 

Colour:  Filtered,  25.  Odour:  Nil 
pH:  6.9.  Free  Carbon  Dioxide:  Trace. 

Electric  Conductivity:  75.  Total  Solids:  50. 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride:  7.  Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate:  12. 
Hardness:  Total,  27.  Carbonate:  12.  Non-carbonate:  15. 

Nitrate  Nitrogen:  0.0.  Nitrite  Nitrogen:  Absent. 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen:  0.000.  Oxygen  absorbed:  2.4. 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen:  0.099.  Residual  Chlorine:  — 

Metals:  Iron,  0.09.  Other  metals  absent. 
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3  days  at  20°C. 


No.  of  colonies 

developing  on  Agar: 

Presumptive  Coli- 
aerogenes  Reaction. 
Bact.  colli  (Type  1) 

Cl.  welchii  Reaction 


Bacteriological  Results 

day  at  37°C.  2  days  at  37  C 


4  per  ml. 
Present  in 

50  ml. 
50  ml 
—  m  I . 


6  per  ml. 
Absent  from 

10  ml. 

10  ml. 

100  ml. 


360  per  ml. 
Probable  No. 

3  per  100  ml. 
3  per  100  ml. 


This  sample  shows  only  faint  opalescence  and  carries  only  a  trace  of  matter 
in  suspension.  The  water  is  just  on  the  acid  side  of  neutrality,  soft  in  character 
and  has  a  very  low  content  of  alkalinity.  The  amount  of  mineral  constituents  in 
solution  is  comparatively  small  and  no  metals  are  present  other  than  a  negligible 
trace  of  iron.  The  water  shows  distinct  but  not  pronounced  colour,  organic 
impurity  is  not  excessive  and  bacteria]  impurity  indicative  of  contamination  by 
matters  of  excremental  origin  is  confined  to  the  presence  of  Bact.  coli  in  small 
number.  For  the  purpose  of  public  supply  treatment  is  required  to  reduce  colour 
and  to  achieve  an  appropriately  high  standard  of  bacterial  purity  but  this  should 
be  possible  without  exceptional  difficulty  arising.  Treatment  is  also  required  to 
restrain  corrosive  activity. 


Ref.:  E/EP/19  (Filtered) 

Chemical  Results  in  Farts  per  Million 

Appearance:  Bright  with  a  very  slight  deposit  of  amorphous  mineral  and 
organic  debris. 

Turbidity:  Less  than  5.  Odour:  Nil. 

Colour:  10.  Free  carbon  dioxide:  Trace. 
pFb  8.1.  Total  solids:  60. 

Electric  conductivity:  89.  Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate;  14. 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride:  8. 

Hardness:  Total,  35.  Carbonate:  14.  Non-carbonate:  21. 

Nitrate  Nitrogen:  0.0.  Nitrite  Nitrogen:  Absent. 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen:  0.041.  Oxygen  absorbed:  0.90. 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen:  0.041.  Residual  Chlorine:  0.15. 

Metals:  Absent. 


No.  of  colonies 
developing  on  Agar: 

Presumptive  Coli- 
aerogenes  Reaction 
Bact.  colli  (Type  I) 

Cl.  welchii  Reaction 


Bacteriological  Results 


1  day  at  37°C 

0  per  ml. 
Present  in 

—  ml. 

•—  ml. 

-  ml. 


2  days  at  37°C 

1  per  ml. 
Absent  from 

100  ml. 

100  ml. 

1  f>0  m  1 . 


3  days  at  20°C 

16  per  ml. 
Probable  No. 

0  per  100  ml. 
0  per  100  ml. 


This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance.  The  water  is 
faintly  alkaline  in  reaction  soft  in  character,  has  a  comparatively  low  content  of 
mineral  constituents  in  solution  and  it  is  free  from  iron  and  other  metals.  It 
shows  only  a  trace  of  colour,  is  of  satisfactory  organic  quality  and  of  the  highest 
standard  of  bacterial  purity. 


The  water  is  considered  pure  and  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  tor 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 
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Ref.:  E/EP/20  (Tap) 

Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million. 

Appearance:  Bright  with  very  few  mineral  particles. 

Turbidity:  Less  than  5.  Odour:  Nil. 

Colour:  10.  Free  Carbon  Dioxide:  Trace. 
pH:  7.7.  Total  Solids:  60. 

Electric  conductivity:  89.  Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate:  14. 
Chlorine  present  as  Chloride:  9. 

Hardness:  Total,  37.  Carbonate:  14.  Non-carbonate:  23. 
Nitrate  Nitrogen:  0.0.  Nitrite  Nitrogen:  Less  than  0.01. 
Ammon iacal  Nitrogen:  0.041.  Oxygen  absorbed:  0.90. 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen:  0.038.  Residual  chlorine:  0.09. 

Metals:  Absent. 


No.  of  colonies 
developing  on  Agar  : 

Presumptive  Goli- 
aerogenes  Reaction. 
Bact.  colli  (Type  1) 

Ci.  welchii  Reaction 


Bacteriological  Results 


day  at  37°C. 

0  per  ml. 
Present  in 

—  ml. 

—  ml. 

—  ml. 


2  days  at  37°C 

0  per  ml. 
Absent  from 

100  ml. 

100  mi. 

1 00  m i . 


3  days  at  20°C. 

12  per  ml. 
Probable  No. 

0  per  100  ml. 

0  per  100  ml. 


This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance.  The  water  is  on 
the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality,  soft  in  character,  has  a  comparatively  low  content 
of  mineral  constituents  in  solution  and  it  is  free  from  iron  and  other  metals.  It 
shows  only  a  trace  of  colour,  is  of  satisfactory  organic  quality  and  of  the  highest 
standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

The  water  is  considered  pure  and  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Number  of  houses  connected  to  public  sewers  .  2,986 

Number  of  houses  having  their  own  private  sewage  disposal  works  31 

Number  of  satisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  works  .  21 

Number  of  unsatisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  works  .  10 


Eastern  Outfall  Sewer. 

The  laying  of  a  new  sewer  from  the  sewage  disposal  works  to  Middleton 
Road  has  been  approved  by  the  Council  but  the  commencement  of  the  work  has 
been  suspended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  account  of  the  retardation  of  the 
national  housing  programme. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Number  of  wards  in  the  town  .  6 

Number  of  wards  where  refuse  is  collected  6 


Method  of  collection:  By  direct  labour. 

Method  of  disposal:  Controlled  tipping. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping,  but  this  method,  instead  of 
carrying  out  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  the  system,  namely,  the  reclamation 
of  derelict  land,  is  spoiling  good  agricultural  land. 
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PUBLIC  BATHS 


Swimming  Baths. 

Number  of  attendances  .  34,127 

Samples  of  water  taken  during  the  season  were  satisfactory  but  to  assure  a 
consistently  good  water  a  filtration  plant  to  supplement  the  chlorination  is 
advisable. 

Private  Baths. 

Number  of  attendances 


1,320 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
HOUSING 


The  total  number  of  dwelling  houses  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Oswestry 
Corporation  is  490,  an  increase  of  18  new  houses  let  since  the  beginning  of 
October.  The  total  includes  50  temporary  prefabricated  (aluminium)  houses 
situated  in  York  Fields.  The  Prestcold  Refrigerators  provided  at  the  temporary 
houses  have  proved  as  was  anticipated  to  be  of  benefit  to  the  housewife  and  full 
and  proper  use  has  been  made  of  this  equipment. 

No  further  definite  action  was  taken  during  the  year  on  the  subject  of 
equalisation  of  rents  referred  to  in  the  previous  report,  although  concern  has  been 
expressed  regarding  the  high  level  of  rents  which  do  not  yet  appear  to  have 
reached  their  ceiling.  A  certain  balance  has  been  achieved  in  the  letting  of  houses 
to  the  lower  income  groups  by  the  use  of  the  exchange  and  transfer  system  which 
has  released  certain  of  the  lower  rented  houses  to  applicants  who  would  not 
normally  have  been  able  to  undertake  the  creation  of  a  home  in  the  higher  rented 
new  houses. 

A  start  was  made  in  the  letting  of  the  74  houses  to  be  constructed  in  Stage  2 
of  the  building  programme  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  whole  of  the  contract  will 
have  been  finished  before  the  Autumn  of  195.1.  Despite  the  high  rental  and 
financial  commitments  as  a  whole  it  should  be  said  that  the  tenants  have  made 
creditable  efforts  to  create  a  real  home  and  much  work  has  been  done  to  the 
gardens  although  the  site  is  not  yet  properly  laid  out.  As  previously  reported 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Council  to  provide  adequate  shopping  facilities  on  the 
new  estates  and  several  applications  have  already  been  received  from  tradespeople 
in  town  to  open  business  when  the  premises  are  provided. 

The  provision  of  a  further  40  houses  was  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  the  site  and  building  proposals  were  in  the  process  of  being  prepared 
at  the  end  of  1950. 

The  method  of  dealing  with  applications  for  houses  was  altered  in  the  light 
of  past  experience  and  an  important  decision  that  householders  should  not 
ordinarily  be  entertained  as  Corporation  tenants  was  incorporated  in  the  new 
Points  Scheme.  By  this  action  it  was  felt  that  the  family  who  had  not  now  the 
security  of  their  own  home  would  receive  the  fullest  measure  of  encouragement 
during  their  long,  and  frequently  unhappy  sojourn  in  someone  else’s  house.  No 
application  was  refused  or  destroyed  and  the  total  number  was  in  the  region  of 
520,  but  by  dealing  mainly  with  one  class  the  working  list  was  reduced  by  almost 
50  per  cent. 

However,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Health  Committee  which  expressed 
concern  that  families  living  under  gross  overcrowded  conditions  and  in  low 
standard  insanitary  houses  should  be  excluded  under  this  rating,  the  Housing 
Committee  agreed  that  such  cases  should  be  included  in  this  Scheme. 

Of  necessity  many  of  the  houses  already  let  and  to  be  let  will  be  under¬ 
occupied  if  the  worst  cases  on  the  waiting  list  are  to  be  dealt  with,  but  it  was  felt 
that  with  the  provision  of  smaller  dwellings  at  a  future  date  this  rather 
unsatisfactory  position  can  be  adjusted. 

Number  of  houses  in  process  of  erection  at  end  of  year: 

Council  .....  54 

Private  3 

Total  number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year: 

Council  .  20 

Private  .  8 
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Overcrow  ding. 

An  accurate  figure  could  not  possibly  be  given  without  a  survey  although  we 
have  an  indication  from  the  applicants  which  the  Housing  Manager  receives 
which  shows  that  overcrowding  and  low  standard  houses  are  the  main  reasons 
given. 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  from  Private  houses  7 

Condemned  Houses. 

There  are  thirty-two  condemned  houses  still  standing,  of  which  14  are 
occupied  by  squatters  and  the  remainder  are  licensed  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  circular  2156,  September,  1939.  With  three 
exceptions  all  the  houses  are  occupied.  The  occupation  of  these  should  not  be 
indefinitely  prolonged  for  they  were  found  to  be  unfit  before  the  war  and  their 
deterioration  has  progressed.  It  is  not  good  for  the  community  nor  for  the 
families  that  the  children  should  be  brought  up  under  these  conditions. 

The  Housing  Committee  has  been  anxious  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  close 
condemned  houses  after  the  tenants  are  re-housed,  it  is  certainly  most  undesirable 
that  these  insanitary  houses  should  be  re-occupied,  and  apart  from  reasons  of 
health  one  can  appreciate  the  attitude  of  the  Housing  Committee  in  having  prior 
claims  for  re-housing  from  a  series  of  families  passing  through  these  houses,  but 
to  find  a  means  of  preventing  this  is  difficult. 

The  position  is  that  on  the  service  of  a  Demolition  Order  the  owner  must 
demolish  the  house  a  certain  time  after  vacation,  the  Council  having  the  power  to 
extend  the  period  until  vacated.  In  some  areas  where  all  the  houses  became 
empty  the  houses  were  demolished,  but  in  others  some  of  the  families  were  not 
re-housed  by  the  Council  under  the  Slum  Clearance  Scheme  and  it  did  not  take 
steps  to  eject  them,  so  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  War  when  demolition  was 
stopped,  a  number  of  houses  were  still  standing,  odd  ones  among  groups  of 
houses,  and  many  of  these  empty  ones  were  patched  up  for  use  in  the  emergency. 
Since  the  War,  although  some  houses  have  been  vacated,  it  has  been  impossible 
for  them  to  be  demolished  as  others  in  the  block  have  been  occupied.  There  is 
no  power  to  close  these  condemned  houses,  the  only  legal  action  that  can  be  taken 
is  to  make  the  owner  demolish  the  house  but  to  enable  this  to  be  done  all  the 
houses  in  the  group  must  be  empty. 

It  is  not  in  the  interests  of  the  owners  for  the  present  position  to  continue, 
except  where  the  houses  were  let  under  licence  they  receive  no  rent  and  are 
unable  to  make  use  of  the  site  for  remunerative  purposes.  In  some  cases  the 
owners  have  been  asked  to  render  the  houses  so  that  they  cannot  be  re-occupied 
but  there  is  no  onus  on  the  owner  to  do  this,  it  is  an  expense  which  they  need  not 
incur  and  it  is  by  no  means  an  easy  thing  to  do,  barring  up  the  doors  is  little 
use,  and  if  part  of  the  house  is  dismantled  such  as  removal  of  slates,  the  house 
might  be  rendered  dangerous. 

The  only  solution  which  will  really  solve  the  problem  is  for  the  Housing 
Committee  to  re-house  the  remaining  families. 

FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES  INCLUDING  RESTAURANTS  ANS> 


HOTEL  KITCHENS 

Number  of  bakehouses  .  10 

Number  of  cafes  and  restaurants  .  24 

Number  of  fish  and  chips  shops  .  5 

Number  of  hotels,  licensed  and  private  7 

Number  of  milk  bars  .  2 

Butchers’  manufacturing  premises  16 

Number  of  ice  cream  producers  .  3 

Number  of  food  preparing  places  open  only  on  Wednesdays  2 
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CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN 

During  the  year  the  Council’s  decision  to  adopt  the  Model  Bye-laws  issued 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food  was  confirmed  by  the  Ministry.  Meetings  were  convened 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Borough  and  Rural  District  Councils  to  discuss  the 
Bye-laws  with  the  food  traders  of  the  respective  districts.  The  meetings  were 
very  well  attended  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  knowledge  and  interest  in  the 
various  sections  of  the  food  industry  has  greatly  increased  as  was  demonstrated 
in  the  discussions  which  followed  the  addresses  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  the  respective  Sanitary  Inspectors,  dealing  generally  with  the  principles  of 
food  hygiene  and  particularly  with  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food, 
and  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air.  It  was  very  encouraging  to  see  the  employees 
who  actually  handle  the  food  in  cafes  and  food  preparing  places  well  represented. 

Later  in  the  year  a  Health  Exhibition  was  held,  again  by  the  joint.  Councils, 
concentrating  chiefly  on  practical  clean  food  demonstrations.  Over  the  three  days 
2,100  people  passed  through  the  Exhibition  including  organised  parties  of  school 
children  who  showed  a  keen  and  intelligent  interest  in  the  exhibits  and  in  the 
films  and  talks. 

While  it  can  be  said  that  on  the  whole  there  is  a  favourable  response  to  the 
Bye-laws,  the  standards  vary,  and  many  precautions  are  unobserved  because  of 
lack  of  uniformity.  Several  traders  strongly  resent  dogs  being  admitted  into  their 
shops,  whether  on  a  leash  or  otherwise,  but  while  their  competitors  make  no 
objection  it  only  too  frequently  means  offending  the  customer. 

Shortages  of  protective  clothing  for  employees,  shortage  of  wrapping  paper 
and  limitations  that  the  Ministry  had  to  put  on  developing  shop  buildings  and 
fixtures,  all  had  its  effect  in  handicapping  the  drive. 

The  Report  of  the  Catering  Trades  Working  Party  set  up  by  the  Ministry 
to  investigate  the  whole  question  of  hygiene  in  catering  establishments  has  been 
submitted.  It  is  understood  that  the  Ministry  of  Food  do  not  propose  to 
introduce  legislation  implementing  the  recommendations  of  the  Working  Party 
until  they  have  received  the  comments  of  local  authorities  and  other  interested 
bodies.  There  is  some  indication  however  that  legislative  changes  will  be  made  as 
a  direct  result  of  the  Working  Party’s  activities. 

Continued  propaganda  was  carried  out  throughout  the  year  by  means  of 
posters  displayed  in  the  Town  and  slides  shown  in  the  local  cinemas,  dealing  with 
the  protection  of  food  from  rats  and  flies. 

ICE  CREAM 

Six  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
two  were  discarded  due  to  delay  in  transit,  and  the  remainder  were  reported  upon 
as  follows: 

REPORTS  ON  SAMPLES  OF  ICE  CREAM 

Methylene  Blue  Test.  B.  Coli 

1.  2.  3.  4.  Present.  Absent. 

3  —  1  —  —  4 

There  are  three  producer-retailers  and  seventeen  retailers  in  the  Borough. 
Much  of  the  ice  cream  is  retailed  in  the  Cinemas,  cafes,  stores  and  shops  and 
supplied  by  firms  of  repute  who  have  their  own  chemists  and  laboratories  to 
ensure  a  satisfactory  high  grade  product. 

Far  more  samples  could  be  dealt  with  if  all  the  conditions  required  by  the 
Regulations  could  be  conveniently  met.  Delay  in  transit  to  the  Laboratory  is 
still  one  of  the  difficulties.  Some  of  the  street  vendors  coming  from  long  distances 
at  irregular  times  also  add  to  the  difficulties  of  sampling  for  frequently  they 
arrive  late  afternoons  or  evenings  and  are  constantly  on  the  move. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


Meat. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  slaughter  and  distribution  of  meat  since  the 
Ministry  of  Food  took  over  the  centralised  slaughtering  in  January,  1940,  the 
premises  used  still  being  the  two  private  slaughterhouses  in  Willow  Street.  Meat 
slaughtered  on  these  premises  plus  imported  frozen  and  tinned  meat  is  distributed 
to  the  Oswestry  Borough,  Oswestry  Rural  District  and  parts  of  Montgomeryshire. 
The  inspections  are  carried  out  jointly  by  the  Borough  and  Rural  District  Food 
Inspectors.  Regular  ante-mortem  is  not  carried  out  as  this  is  only  possible 
where  there  is  a  full-time  inspector  as  in  a  Public  Abattoir.  Nevertheless,  the 
carcases  and  offal  of  all  animals  are  inspected  either  during  the  process  of 
slaughtering  or  immediately  afterwards.  All  meat  and  offal  passed  as  fit  for 
human  food  is  then  handed  over  to  the  Distribution  Depot. 

Modern  methods  of  transport  for  the  distribution  of  meat  should  demand  a 
still  higher  level  than  now  practised  as  from  the  slaughterhouse  premises  to  the 
butchers’  shops.  The  possibility  of  new  and  hygienic  meat-distributing  vans 
should  be  further  investigated  and  provided  for  Oswestry  and  District  as  is  being 
done  in  other  towns  by  the  specific  authorities  controlling  this  important  and 
essential  aspect  of  clean  handling.  Even  the  most  modern  and  best  equipped  van 
can  fail  in  its  purpose  if  the  human  element  is  not  correspondingly  clean  and 
methodical. 

Practically  every  butcher  has  efficient  and  modern  means  of  cold  storage  on 
his  premises.  The  shops  are  inspected  and  also  the  premises  where  meat  products 
such  as  sausages,  meat  pies,  brawn,  etc.,  are  manufactured.  There  is  only  one 
stall  in  the  town  from  which  meat  and  meat  products  are  exposed  for  sale;  this 
is  only  used  on  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  the  Church  Street  Market.  The 
arrangement  is  very  unsatisfactory  from  the  standpoint  of  hygiene.  Strong 
representations  have  been  made  from  various  sources  for  the  return  to  the  Cross 
Market  and  we  can  only  hope  that  this  will  be  realised  in  1951. 

No  meat  is  hawked  in  the  streets  of  the  Town. 

The  two  slaughterhouses  mentioned  above  are  in  a  very  congested  area  and 
nuisances  inevitably  arise,  especially  during  the  summer  months.  For  the  amount 
of  slaughtering  that  is  carried  out,  the  premises  are  totally  unsuitable  and  lacking 
in  amenities. 

The  Town  Council  are  showing  every  sign  of  pressing  forward  rigorously 
their  claims  for  the  erection  of  a  public  abattoir.  Early  in  the  year  consideration 
was  given  on  this  subject  matter  in  the  fight  of  an  encouraging  statement  made  by 
the  Minister  of  Food  in  Parliament.  Preliminary  plans  and  estimates  were 
prepared  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  which  were  approved  of  in  principle.  After 
consultation  with  the  engineering  officials  of  British  Railways  some  difficulties 
were  encountered  regarding  the  construction  of  a  siding  into  the  proposed  Brook 
House — Middleton  Road  site  following,  consideration  was  given  to  alternative 
sites  at  Whittington  Road  and  Maesbury  Road  which  were  inspected  by  a  sub¬ 
committee,  with  the  Town  Clerk,  the  Borough  Surveyor  and  also  the  County 
Planning  Officer.  At  a  subsequent  meeting  the  Maesbury  Road  site  gained  favour 
and  was  formally  approved  by  the  Council. 

Preliminary  amended  plans  are  now  under  consideration  designed  to  meet  the 
immediate  requirements  of  a  population  of  40,000  and  capable  of  considerable 
extension,  the  cost  of  the  scheme  being  estimated  to  be  in  the  region  of  £20,000. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1933. 

Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  observance  of  the  above  mentioned  Act  and 
particularly  to  the  humane  slaughtering  of  animals. 
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OTHER  FOODS 

The  markets  received  close  attention,  frequent  visits  being  paid  and  special 
attention  given  to  the  produce,  etc.,  brought  in. 

Much  concern  was  felt  during  the  year  by  the  Health  Department  regarding 
the  decreasing  amount  especially  of  rabbits  and  poultry  passing  through  the 
Church  Street  Market.  !t  has  become  the  practice  of  a  large  number  of  farmers 
and  dealers  to  pay  the  toll  and  then  proceed  to  carry  the  goods  away  without 
actually  entering  the  market  thus  evading  inspection.  Consignments  in  some 
cases  are  handed  over  to  buyers  in  the  Car  Park,  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
Inspector’s  time  has  been  taken  up  in  visiting  Public  House  Yards  and  such  places 
to  locate  and  deal  with  such  merchandise.  In  the  present  circumstances  it  is 
impossible  to  keep  a  full  check  on  these  commodities  from  the  Inspector’s  point 
of  view  and  so  prevent  unwholesome  and  diseased  rabbits,  etc.,  from  being 
bought  and  sold. 

It  is  felt  that  the  good  reputation  of  the  market  is  somewhat  at  stake  and 
that  some  means  of  control  should  be  considered. 

Traders  in  the  Town  are  encouraged  to  inform  the  Inspector  at  once  when 
they  have  doubts  about  the  foods  consigned  to  them,  by  so  doing  they  save 
themselves  from  the  risk  of  seizure  of  the  food  and  possible  prosecution. 

Shopkeepers  are  very  conscious  of  their  responsibility  to  the  public  with 
regard  to  retailing  sound  and  wholesome  food  and  this  is  demonstrated  by  their 
requests  for  inspection  of  doubtful  samples,  needless  to  say,  such  an  attitude  is 
much  appreciated  by  the  Health  Department. 

Food  condemned  from  shops,  warehouses  and  markets  included  145  rabbits, 
36  lbs.  bacon,  13  lbs.  sausages,  427  lbs.  frozen  beef,  16  lbs.  lamb,  211  lbs.  pork, 
70  lbs.  fish,  144  fish  cakes,  56  lbs.  tomatoes,  476  lbs.  pears,  28  lbs.  sweets.  60  lbs. 
cake,  64  lbs.  flour,  also  1.022  tins  of  food  stuffs  including  meat,  milk,  fruit,  jams, 
vegetables  and  soups. 


MILK  SUPPLY 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Number  of  milk  distributors  registered  in  the  Borough  8 

Number  of  premises  used  as  dairies  (other  than  dairy  farms)  6 

Methods  of  Cleansing  Utensils. 

Number  of  dairies  using  steam  and  chemical  sterilisation  2 

Number  of  dairies  using  hot  water  and  chemical  sterilisation  3 

Results  of  Samples  taken  during  1950  for  Fat  Content,  Specific  Gravity,  etc. 

Number  of  samples  tested  at  Health  Department  Laboratory  45 

Number  found  to  be  satisfactory  .  40 

The  bulk  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  Town  is  bottled. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  Circular  MF  11/50  dated  June  27th,  has  very  wisely 
seen  to  the  weaknesses  prevailing  regarding  the  sterilisation  of  milk  vessels  and 


appliances.  When  it  is  realised  what  a  large  number  of  milk  bottles  are  retained 
for  indefinite  periods  and  returned  unwashed,  the  subject  of  a  reliable  and 
efficient  method  of  sterilisation  becomes  of  paramount  importance.  Steam 
sterilisation  properly  carried  out  is  considered  reliable  but  there  are  instances 
when  hot  water  only  is  used.  The  oxidising  and  preservative  agents  approved  by 
the  Ministry  should  overcome  such  clumsy  methods  and  assure  the  public  of 
absolute  cleanliness  in  future  if  carried  out  with  care  and  supervision  which  is 
so  necessary  in  all  processes  used  in  clean  handling  of  milk,  a  food  so  liable  to 
the  infection  of  organisms. 
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One  local  dairy  produces  pasteurised  and  another  heat  treated  milk,  these 
are  also  the  two  largest  retailers  so  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  the  greatest  proportion 
of  the  population  is  having  heat  treated  milk.  it  is  a  routine  practice  to  take 
samples  of  milk  supplied  to  homes  from  which  cases  of  non-respiratory 
tuberculosis  are  notified  and  the  herd  of  the  producer  is  examined  by  the 
veterinary  inspector.  The  cases  investigated  during  the  year  were  negative. 

DAIRY  INSPECTION'  REPORT  1950 

During  the  year  all  herds  supplying  milk  to  the  Borough  of  Oswestry  were 
inspected  twice.  At  each  inspection  approximately  1,200  cows  were  examined 
At  each  inspection  all  animals  showing  abnormality  of  the  udder  had  a  sample 
taken  and  these  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  and  other 
organisms;  37  samples  were  thus  examined  and  in  only  one  case  was  tubercle 
bacilli  found.  This  animal  was  immediately  destroyed  and  in  another  case,  no 
tubercle  bacilli  was  found  in  the  milk  but  a  sputum  sample  showed  presence  of 
the  germ;  this  animal  was  also  dealt  with  under  the  T.B.  Order.  The  other 
samples  showed  the  presence  of  Strepto  Cocci  and  these  animals  were  isolated 
and  were  not  allowed  to  re-enter  the  herd  till  treatment  had  been  applied,  and 
the  mastitis  cleared  up.  The  general  condition  and  cleanliness  of  the  animals  was 
very  good  while  the  milking  houses  and  dairies  in  most  cases  showed  a  very 
high  standard  of  cleanliness.  1  am  glad  to  report  a  further  increase  in  the  herds 
supplying  either  tuberculin  tested  milk  or  milk  from  attested  herds,  in  my 
estimation  about  75%  of  the  milk  supplied  to  Oswestry  is  from  these  herds,  and 
1  trust  the  day  is  very  near  when  we  can  claim  100%  T.T.  milk. 

GEORGE  WYSE,  M.R.C.V.S. 

Routine  sampling  of  milk  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  was 
commenced  in  1931.  The  cows  which  supply  milk  to  the  Borough  are  also 
examined  at  half  yearly  intervals  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  employed  by  the 
Council  for  this  purpose. 

The  following  figures  show  the  results  of  these  examinations. 


Year. 

No.  of  samples 
taken. 

No.  showing 
presence  of 
Tubercle 
Bacilli . 

No.  of  cows  found 
to  be  tubercular  at 
Bi-annual  Veterinary 
inspection. 

I93i 

23 

3 

3 

1932 

18 

3 

1 

1933 

13 

0 

1 

1934 

9 

1 

1 

1935 

12 

1 

I 

1936 

18 

0 

0 

1937 

5 

0 

3 

[948 

18 

0 

3 

1939 

O 

1 

1940 

12 

<9 

3 

1041 

0 

0 

0 

1942 

18 

2 

0 

1943 

TO 

0 

4 

1944 

I  T 

0 

3 

1945 

O 

0 

5 

1946 

5 

0 

1947 

I  T 

0 

3 

1948 

I 

0 

3 

1949 

22 

0 

795° 

17 

0 

TOTALS 

263 

T5 

44 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

There  are  Public  Conveniences  in  seven  parts  of  the  Town  provided  by  the 
Town  Council. 

Of  the  seven  there  are  four  combined  conveniences  for  the  use  of  both  sexes 
and  two  for  males  only.  The  conveniences  at  Cae  Glas  Park  are  only  available 
to  the  public  during  the  hours  the  Park  is  open.  There  is  still  an  insufficiency  of 
public  lavatories  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Church  Street  area  which 
embraces  the  car  park.  In  recent  years,  with  the  establishment  of  the  car  park 
and  the  increase  in  the  bus  services  for  loading  and  unloading,  there  is  obviously 
a  need  for  a  modern  building  to  house  public  conveniences  and  washing  facilities. 
This  matter  has  had  consideration  for  a  number  of  years  but  no  practical  solution 
has  yet  been  arrived  at  in  spite  of  an  increasing  demand. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE 

There  is  one  registered  common  lodging  house  in  the  town.  This  house, 
situated  in  Orchard  Street,  has  accommodation  for  twenty-six  persons  and  appears 
to  be  reasonably  patronised.  The  standard,  as  compared  with  Municipally 
controlled  common  lodging  houses,  is  low.  There  is  no  provision  for  baths  and 
the  washing  facilities  are  grossly  inadequate.  Apart  from  the  sleeping 
arrangements,  the  other  amenities  are  definitely  cramped  and  inadequate. 

NUISANCES 

Number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year .  226 

Visits  of  inspection  were  made  in  all  cases  and  were  attended  to  by  verbal 
or  written  notices.  The  majority  of  complaints  referred  to  defective  drains, 
housing  defects  and  smells  from  various  causes. 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  .  193 

Number  abated  by  informal  notice  .  180 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  .  3 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  .  3 

The  nuisances  arising  from  the  keeping  of  dogs  persists.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  the  scope  of  the  Public  Health  Act  is  so  limited  that  little  action  can  be 
taken  except  by  the  cumbersome  procedure  of  injunction  to  prevent  uncontrolled 
dogs  damaging  neighbouring  gardens  and  the  incessant  barking,  especially  at 
night  time,  which  is  so  disturbing  to  shift  workers  who  are  among  the  greatest 
sufferers.  The  same  thing  applies  to  the  keeping  of  cockerels  in  close  proximity 
to  dwelling  houses.  Nevertheless,  cases  within  the  scope  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
were  dealt  with  effectively. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 

This  Act  re-enacts  with  modifications  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act 
1919  and  to  make  permanent  provision  for  preventing  loss  of  food  by  infestation 
and  for  purpose  connected  therewith. 

Since  April  1st  operations  have  been  proceeding  jointly  in  the  Borough  and 
Rural  District,  two  operators  were  appointed  by  the  Joint  Committee  acting  on 
behalf  of  the  respective  Councils.  These  operators  were  formerly  employed  by 
the  County  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  who  were  then  the  responsible 
authority  for  administering  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Adt  1919. 

Practically  all  the  contracts  in  the  Borough  were  renewed  and  transferred  by 
April  1st  and  in  addition  some  fresh  contracts  were  made  bringing  the  total  to  37 
in  the  Borough. 
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I  he  first  year  of  the  scheme  will  be  more  or  less  of  an  experimental  nature 
and  there  is  much  to  be  done  in  the  form  of  surveys,  rat  proofing,  and  block 
control  treatment  before  a  complete  picture  can  be  visualised. 

On  the  whole  we  have  received  excellent  co-operation  from  those  we  have 
had  to  deal  with.  It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  serve  a  compulsory  order 
in  any  case. 

All  treatments  are  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  as 
laid  down  by  the  Ministry. 

A  fuller  report  will  be  forthcoming  after  the  completion  of  the  full  year's 
working  of  the  scheme. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES 


Bug  Infestation. 

Infested  houses  dealt  with: — 

Privately  owned  . 

Council  houses  . 


Other  Vermin. 


Infested  houses  dealt  with: 
Privately  owned 
Council  houses 


2 

1 


4 

7 


Method  used  for  Bug  Disinfestation. 

The  houses  are  sealed  and  the  whole  subjected  to  as  high  as  possible 
concentration  of  sulphur  dioxide  gas  for  at  least  eight  hours,  plus  a  thorough 
spraying  with  D.D.T.  insecticide.  There  was  no  recurrence  after  treatment.  All 
dilapidated  upholstered  furniture  and  mattresses  are  burnt  and  such  articles  known 
to  be  infested  and  practically  useless. 

Method  used  for  Cockroach  and  Ants  Destruction. 

A  preparation  in  powder  form  including  D.D.T.  is  used  for  eradicating  this 
pest.  In  some  cases  all  rooms  have  to  be  treated  although  generally  the  kitchen 
or  living  room  is  most  frequently  affected. 

Similar  methods  were  used  to  deal  with  a  bad  infestation  of  ants,  additional 
measures  were  found  necessary  in  this  case  which  included  the  removal  of  an 
accumulation  of  garden  refuse  in  close  proximity  to  the  house,  cement  pointing 
of  defective  brickwork  where  there  was  possible  means  of  ingress  of  the  ants  and 
the  thorough  spraying  with  insecticide  of  the  tracks  along  which  the  ants  moved. 
This  effectually  put  an  end  to  the  trouble. 

The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  local  sanitary  authority  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


VERMINOUS  PERSONS 

There  were  no  verminous  persons  dealt  with  during  the  year.  Ihere  is  no 
cleansing  station  for  verminous  persons  nor  a  disinfector  lor  bedding,  etc.,  in 
the  Borough.  An  arrangement,  however,  exists  whereby  verminous  persons  may 
be  cleansed  at  the  Morda  Institution. 


DISINFECTION 

During  the  year  the  number  of  disinfections  after  infectious  disease  was  12. 
Books  and  clothes  from  schools  were  disinfected,  also  library  books. 


PLACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT 

All  places  of  entertainment  in  the  Town  are  visited  at  frequent  intervals.  No 
complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 

The  two  cinemas  are  specially  visited  from  time  to  time,  including  the  Sunday 
evening  performances.  On  the  whole,  they  were  found  to  be  conducted  in  an 
orderly  and  satisfactory  manner.  Strict  attention  is  paid  to  such  matters  as  fire 
escapes,  ventilation,  sanitary  accommodation  and  other  matters  wh'ch  add 
considerably  to  the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  the  patrons  and  the  efficient 
running  of  such  places. 

The  March  and  May  Pleasure  Fairs  held  annually  on  the  Recreation  Ground 
are  subject  to  inspection  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  Sanitary  Conveniences 
and  Water  supply,  inquiries  are  made  with  regard  to  the  health  of  the  Van 
Dwellers,  especially  with  reference  to  the  control  of  Infectious  Disease.  The 
reports  for  the  year  were  satisfactory. 

SHOPS  ACT  1950 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1950.  It  is  an  Act 
to  consolidate  the  Shoos  Acts  1912  to  1938  and  certain  other  enactments  relating 
to  shops. 

Thirty-nine  shops  were  inspected  and  special  attention  given  to  the  provision 
of  suitable  and  adequate  sanitary  conveniences,  ventilation,  temperature,  lighting, 
washing  facilities  and  facilities  for  taking  meals.  The  position  as  to  the  sanitary 
and  other  arrangements  in  shops  as  a  contribution  to  the  health  and  comfort  of 
all  shop  workers  appears  to  be  unchanged. 

While  most  of  the  larger  shops  are  exemplary  in  discharging  their  obligations 
there  was  evidence  of  a  complacent  attitude  amongst  others  especially  with  regard 
to  'acilities  for  taking  meals  and  the  maintenance  of  reasonable  heating  during 
th(  cold  spells. 

Owing  to  the  adoption  by  the  Town  Council  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  Model 
B':  -laws  controlling  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food,  food  shops 
pai  icularly  had  special  attention  and  the  provision  of  suitable  washing  facilities 
inc  iding  hot  and  cold  water,  towel  and  soap  and  improvements  in  the  standard 
of  ,  mitarv  conveniences,  were  pressed  forward. 

Number  of  shops  with  unsatisfactory  sanitary  conveniences  12 


Number  remedied  .  12 

Number  without  satisfactory  washing  facilities  .  14 

Number  remedied  .  14 

Hours  of  Employment. 


Part  1  of  the  Act  controlling  the  hours  of  employment  of  shop  assistants, 
weekly  half-holiday  and  the  conditions  of  Sunday  employment  has  had  more 
attention  than  in  previous  years. 

Shop  assistants  in  Oswestry  form  the  greater  proportion  of  the  working 
community. 

The  duties  imposed  on  the  Inspector  under  the  Act  have  been  made  more 
difficult  due  to  the  variations  in  the  half  days.  One  of  the  largest  business  houses 
in  the  Town  now  closes  the  grocery  departments  on  Saturdays  as  an  alternative 
to  Thursday  afternoon,  also  some  ladies’  hairdressing  salons  and  other  businesses 
that  formerly  closed  on  Thursday  afternoons  now  open  as  they  are  entitled  to 
do  provided  the  conditions  as  to  the  employment  of  assistants  are  observed. 

On  the  whole  the  conditions  of  employment  have  caused  little  trouble  and 
where  minor  infringements  have  occurred,  interviews  with  the  employers 
concerned  have  had  the  desired  effect. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 

No  cases  arose  which  required  to  be  dealt  with  during  1950  under  Section  47. 

MORTUARY 

No  final  decision  has  yet  been  arrived  at  as  to  whether  a  new  site  be 
provided  for  a  mortuary  or  improvements  be  made  to  the  existing  one. 

The  present  mortuary  situated  on  the  Horse  Market  has  long  been  the 
subject  of  criticism  from  both  the  medical  practitioners  and  members  of  the  Town 
Council. 


LICENSED  HOUSES 

Improvements  continue  to  be  carried  out  on  the  lines  indicated  in  my 
previous  report.  Of  the  thirty-eight  licensed  houses  in  the  Town  it  can  now  be 
said  that  the  standard  is  much  improved  both  from  the  standpoint  of  hygiene  and 
also  the  comfort  of  the  patrons.  The  improvements  recently  carried  out  in  one 
very  old  premises  is  a  good  example  of  what  can  be  done  to  transform  a  very 
poor  house  into  one  of  good  standard. 

The  slowness  at  which  the  requirements  of  this  Department  have,  and  are 
being  carried. out  has  been  patiently  borne  chiefly  because  the  demands  were 
unavoidably  heavy  in  some  cases  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Law  which 
in  many  instances  were  long  overdue. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 


BOROUGH  OF  OSWESTRY. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 

1.— INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

1: 01  ices. 

<  iccupiers 
prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

58 

51 

9 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

O') 

14 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
t  (excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

TOTAL  ... 

80 

7  0 
/  J 

23 

— 

2  — CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  "cases.”) 


Particulars. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

Found 

Remedied. 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Insoector. 

ured 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 

15 

15 

1 

X 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temper- 

ature  (S.3) 

1 

l 

— 

- — 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

-- 

• — 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

4 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defect- 

ive. 

9 

8 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 

work) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

28 

27 

— 

7 

— 

WEM  URBAN  DISTRICT 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

WATER  SUPPLY 


Consumption:  31,000,000  gallons. 

1.  Number  of  dwellings  supplied  from  water  mains:  740. 

2.  Number  of  population  supplied  from  water  mains: 

(a)  Direct  to  houses  (1)  710  houses. 

(2)  2,388  persons  (estimated). 

(b)  By  means  of  standpipes  (1)  30  houses. 

(2)  100  persons  (estimated). 
Nature  of  supply  to  remaining  houses  (4  only)  Wells. 

No  new  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 

The  water  is  not  chlorinated. 


Results  of  Water  Samples. 


18.2.50  (Tap) 

23.6.50  (Tap) 

15.12.50  (Tap) 


No.  of  coliform 
bacilli  per  100  ml. 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 


Faecal  coli. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  public  sewers  .  710 

Number  of  houses  having  their  own  private  arrangements 

of  sewage  disposal  .  34 

Number  of  satisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  works  .  32 

Number  of  unsatisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  works  2 

Number  of  privies  or  earth  closets  converted  to  W.C’s  .  69 


New  work  carried  out  during  the  year  or  any  new  scheme  considered  or 
decided  upon  by  the  Council. 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  Minister  of  Health  to  relay  the  sewer  from 
the  North  end  of  New  Street  to  the  sewage  works. 


Housing. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Section  5  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  . 

Number  of  houses  fit  for  habitation 

Number  requiring  repairs  . 

Number  where  repairs  have  been  carried  out 

Number  closed  . . . 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  overcrowded  during  the 
year: — 

1.  Council  houses  . 

2.  Privately  owned  houses  . 

Number  of  persons  therein: — - 

1.  Council  houses  . 

2.  Privately  owned  houses  . . 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved: — 

1.  Council  houses  . 

2.  Privately  owned  houses  . 

Number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year: — 

1.  Permanent.  Private  2.  Council  22. 

2.  Temporary.  Nil. 


9 

9 

6 

3 

Nil 


Nil 


Nil 

5 

Nil 
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Number  of  houses  in  process  of  erection  at  end  of  year: — 


1.  Council  houses  . 4 

2.  Private  houses  .  Nil 

Food  Preparing  Places. 

Number  of  bakehouses  .  8 

Number  of  inspections  .  9 

Number  where  defects  found  .  Nil 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied  .  Nil 

Number  of  fried  fish  shops  and  restaurants  .  2 

Number  of  inspections  of  fried  fish  shops  and  restaurants  5 

Number  of  defects  found  .  Nil 

Number  of  defects  remedied  .  Nil 

Number  of  cafes  and  restaurants  .  3 

Number  of  inspections  .  9 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  Nil 

Number  remedied  . Nil 

Number  of  ice-cream  manufacturers  .  4 

1.  Heat  Treated  .  Nil 

2.  Cold  Mix  .  4 

Number  inspected  . 4 

Number  of  inspections  .  9 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  Nil 

Number  remedied  .  Nil 

Number  of  ice-cream  retailers  .  8 

(This  included.  4  manufacturers). 

Number  of  inspections  .  8 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  Nil 

Number  remedied  .  Nil 


Comments  on  general  conditions  of  the  above:  Satisfactory. 

Public  Conveniences. 

Number:  Four.  Two  for  each  sex. 

One  for  each  sex  are  located  at  the  Market  Yard  and  the  remainder  in  the 
Recreation  Ground.  Washing  facilities  are  provided  in  the  female  conveniences 
at  the  Market  Yard. 

Lodging  Houses. 

Number:  Nil. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Method  of  collection:  Direct  Labour.  Method  of  Disposal:  Tipping. 

The  same  method  has  been  used  for  20  years  and  is  satisfactory.  Rats  on 
the  tips  are  dealt  with  by  the  Council's  own  staff  and  periodical  spraying  is 


carried  out  as  a  precaution  against  flies. 

Nuisances. 

No  particular  nuisance  has  had  to  be  dealt  with. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949.  (After  1st  October,  1949). 

Number  of  Distributors  (As  defined  in  the  Regulations)  3 

Number  of  retailers  of  T.T.  milk  3 

Number  of  retailers  of  Pasteurised  milk  Nil 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


Meat  for  the  district  is  supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  Depot  at 
Whitchurch,  and  is  transported  in  an  up-to-date,  metal-lined  container. 
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Periodical  inspections  of  the  container  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year,  and  it  has  been  found  to  be  maintained  in  a  very  clean  and  hygienic 
condition. 

Periodical  inspections  of  canned  food  were  also  carried  out,  and  the 
following  were  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  retailers: — 


Milk  .  38  tins. 

Fruit  and  Fruit  Juices  .  8  tins. 

Meat  and  Meat  Products  . .  15  tins. 

Vegetables  and  Soups  .  34  tins. 

Fish  and  Fish  Products  .  14  tins. 


Total  .  109  tins. 

Attention  has  been  paid  to  Fish  Shops. 

Hotels,  Beerhouses,  Bars  and  Cellars. 

Number  of  visits  . 

Number  found  with  unsatisfactory  facilities  for  washing 


glasses  .  Nil 

Any  other  defects  found  and  remedied  .  2 

Shops  Acts,  1934. 

Number  of  visits  .  12 


Number  with  unsatisfactory  Sanitary  Conveniences  .  Nil 

Number  with  unsuitable  and  insufficient  means  of  heating  Nil 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Inspections  are  carried  out  by  the  Office  staff  and  treatment  by  the  outdoor 
staff.  The  Council  has  entered  into  a  contract  with  The  Agricultural  Committee 
for  the  treatment  of  the  Allotments. 


Miscellaneous  Inspections. 

Twenty-five. 


Verminous  Premises  and  Persons. 

Nil. 

Erection  of  Houses. 

Counci 

1945 

Nil 

1946 

Nil 

1947 

Nil 

1948 

46 

1949 

4 

1950 

22 

72 

Private  Enterprise. 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
1 

6 


9 


Certificate  of  Analysis. 

Sample  of  Effluent  received  on  24/5/50.  No.  5.  Wem  U.D.C.  Sewage 
Disposal  Works.  Final  Effluent  taken  at  discharge  into  the  River  Roden. 

In  parts  per  100,000  of  water. 

Dissolved  Oxygen  taken  up  in  5  days  at  65F  .  3.5 

Suspended  Matter  .  5.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4  hours 

at  80F  .  2.76 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  .  2.9 

Reaction  pH  .  8.0 

Stability  test  (Methylene  Blue  5  days)  .  Doubtful 
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No.  5. 

T  his  sample  shows  considerably  more  contamination  than  the  previous  one 
and  is  not  sufficiently  purified  (or  diluted)  to  be  discharged  into  a  River,  unless 
the  dilution  by  River  water  is  over  150  volumes. 

Sample  of  Sewage  Effluent  received  30/8/50.  Sample  of  final  effluent  taken 


at  the  outfall  as  discharging  into  the  River  Roden. 

In  parts  per  100,000  of  water. 

Dissolved  Oxygen  taken  up  in  5  days  at  65°F  .  1 1.0 

Suspended  Matter  .  5.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4 

hours  at  80°  F  .  2.1 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  .  5.9 

Reaction  pH  .  7.0 

Stability  test  (Methylene  Blue  5  days)  .  Unsatisfactory 


This  is  an  unsatisfactory  effluent  and  further  purification  is  necessary. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WEM. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

39 

22 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  to 
which  Section  7  applies 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local  Author¬ 
ities  (Transfer  of  Enforcement) 
Order,  1938! 

" 

(b)  Others 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  Other  Premises  under  the  Actt  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  premises) 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

39 

OO 

— 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of 

cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

.  ... 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Reft 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

:rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 

3 

3 

— 

— 

. - 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

_ 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

Unreasonable  temper¬ 
ature  (S.3) 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defect¬ 
ive 

_ 

_ _ 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

3 

3 

- — 

— 

— 
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WHITCHURCH  URBAN  DISTRICT 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
NATURE  OF  VISIT  OR  INSPECTION 


General  Sanitation, 

Water  Supply  .  9 

Drainage  .  77 

Fried  Fish  Shops .  10 

Common  Lodging  Houses  .  22 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  .  10 

Factories  .  102 

Bakehouses  .  76 

Public  Conveniences  .  146 

Refuse  Collection  .  12 

Refuse  Disposal  .  20 

Rats  and  Mice  .  85 

Smoke  Observations  .  2 

Under  Public  Health  Acts. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  .  185 

Number  of  visits  .  433 

Under  Housing  Acts. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  .  49 

Number  of  visits  .  63 

Council  Houses. 

Number  of  visits .  216 

Verminous  Premises. 

Number  of  houses  disinfested  .  9 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection — Inspection  of  Meat. 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouse  .  357 

Visits  to: — 

Butchers  . 17 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  .  125 

Grocers  .  40 

Ice-Cream  Premises  .  34 

Restaurants  .  178 

Shops  and  Stalls  .  43 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Number  of  Visits  .  135 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Rainfall. 

The  rainfall  as  recorded  at  Fenns  Bank  for  the  year  1950  was  32.07  inches 
as  compared  with  24.94  inches  for  the  year  1949. 

February  and  May  were  the  wettest  months,  having  a  rainfall  of  5.23  and 
5.11  inches  respectively.  The  driest  month  was  January,  with  a  rainfall  of  0.53 
inches. 

Water  Consumption. 

The  total  water  consumption  for  the  year  amounted  to  83,291,120  gallons, 
a  daily  average  of  228,198  gallons.  This  shows  an  increase  of  3,430  gallons  per 
day  over  1949.  This  increase  was  probably  due  to  the  supply  not  being  shut  off 
at  night  over  a  long  period  as  it  was  during  1949. 
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During  the  months  of  February  and  May,  the  daily  consumption  was  highest 
with  234,313  and  237,121  gallons  respectively. 


Supply  from  Public  Mains, 

Number  of  dwellings  supplied  from  water  mains: — 

Direct  to  the  houses  .  1,764 

Number  of  population,  approx.  .  6,060 

Number  of  houses  supplied  by  means  of  standpipes  125 

Approximate  population  .  475 


Existing  Water  Supply. 

I  here  has  been  no  extensive  change  in  the  sources  of  water  during  the  year. 

The  Brickyard  supply  continues  to  yield  a  water  with  a  high  iron  content, 
making  it  necessary  to  scrape  the  suction  and  delivery  pipes  at  frequent 
intervals  to  remove  incrustation. 

A  new  borehole  was  sunk  at  the  Brickyard  in  the  first  week  of  June,  which 
increased  the  yield  of  the  supply  by  approximately  800  gallons  per  hour. 

The  daily  consumption  during  May  increased  by  about  9,000  gallons,  due  to 
the  spell  of  fine  weather,  and  it  was  necessary  to  shut  off  the  town  supply  from 
7  p.m.  to  4  a.m.  commencing  on  the  6th  June.  The  increased  rainfall  during 
June  and  the  consequent  return  of  consumption  to  its  normal  level  made  it 
possible  to  discontinue  the  shutting  off'  of  the  supply  at  nights  on  June  30th. 

A  Notice  under  Section  16  of  the  Water  Act,  1945,  was  inserted  in  two  papers 
circulating  within  the  district  on  June  9th,  1950,  prohibiting  the  use  of  hosepipes. 

This  prohibition  was  withdrawn  on  the  4th  August,  1950. 

Proposed  New  Water  Supply. 

A  Public  Inquiry  into  the  proposed  new  water  supply  scheme  was  held  on 
October  3rd,  1950,  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  Minister  is  at  present 
considering  the  report  of  the  Inquiry. 

H  ouses  without  Mains  Supply. 

No  cases  of  polluted  weils  have  been  reported.  It  has  again  been  necessary 
to  refuse  all  applications  for  connection  to  the  water  mains  (other  than  for 
domestic  purposes)  owing  to  the  heavy  demand  upon  the  supply  during  peak 
periods. 


Water  Samples  (Bacteriological). 


Data. 

Source. 

Treatment. 

B.Coli 

per 

100  mill. 

Faecal  B. 

Coli  %  of 

Total. 

23/1/50 

town  Mains 

Chlorinated. 

0 

- — 

27/2/50 

do. 

do. 

1 

— - 

14/3/50 

do. 

do. 

0 

— 

20/4/50 

do. 

do. 

0 

— 

24/5/50 

do. 

do. 

0 

— 

15/6/50 

do. 

do. 

0 

— 

25/7/50 

do. 

do. 

0 

— 

21/8/50 

do. 

do. 

0 

— 

26/10/50 

do. 

do. 

0 

— 

23/11/50 

do. 

do. 

0 

— 

19/12/50 

do. 

do. 

0 

• - 
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Water  Samples  (Chemical). 

A  sample  from  the  town  mains  taken  on  the  17th  January,  1950,  was 
reported  on  by  the  Analyst  as  follows:— 

Parts  per  100,000  of  Water. 


Total  solid  matter  in  solution  .  69.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  .  0.05 

Nitrates  . . 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  .  13.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4  hours  at  80°F  0.076 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  . 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .  0.007 

Temporary  Hardness  in  Degrees  Clark  .  19 

Permanent  Hardness  in  Degrees  Clark  .  5 

pH  Value .  7.7 


The  above  chemical  analysis  is  satisfactory.  The  sample  is  that  of  a  hard 
water. 

Swimming  Baths. 

The  Council's  Public  Swimming  Baths  were  open  to  the  public  during  the 
summer  months,  and  the  Slipper  Elaths  were  available  on  Saturdays  throughout 
the  year.  The  schools  and  Youth  Club  used  the  Swimming  Baths  during  the 
summer  on  an  agreed  rota. 

The  Swimming  Baths  water  was  changed  once  a  week  whilst  in  use,  with 
the  exception  of  a  period  in  June  when  the  water  once  continued  in  use  for  a 
fortnight,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  water. 

Two  samples  of  water  from  the  Swimming  Baths  were  subjected  to 
bacteriological  examination;  the  first,  taken  on  the  22nd  May  contained  no  B.Coli 
per  100  ml.,  the  second,  taken  on  the  13th  June,  contained  one  faecal  B.Coli  per 
100  ml. 

Sterilisation  of  the  water  is  carried  out  by  hand  dosage  of  solutions  containing 
chlorine.  A  Tender  for  the  supply  and  installation  of  filtration  and  chlorination 
plant  has  been  accepted  and  the  approval  of  the  Minister  of  Health  is  awaited 
before  the  scheme  can  be  proceeded  with. 

The  following  were  the  attendances  at  the  baths  during  the  year: — 


Total  attendances  from  schools  .  4,964 

Youth  Club  .  363 

Slipper  Baths  .  1,594 

Other  attendances  .  7,540 

Total  14,461 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Number  of  houses  (excluding  new  houses)  connected  to 

public  sewer  during  the  year  .  5 

Number  of  new  dwellings  connected  during  the  year  29 

Number  of  houses  having  private  arrangements  for  sewage) 
disposal  . ) 


Number  of  satisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  plants)  Not 
Number  of  unsatisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  plants)  Known 
It  has  not  been  possible  to  proceed  with  the  scheme  for  the  installation  of 
the  new  sewage  disposal  plant  to  be  erected  at  the  Council’s  existing  sewage 
disposal  site.  The  present  system  of  sedimentation  and  land  disposal  is  entirely 
unsatisfactory,  but  no  change  is  possible  until  approval  of  the  Council's  new 
scheme  is  given  by  the  Minister  of  Health. 


A  visit  from  one  of  the  Minister’s  Engineering  Inspectors  has  been  promised, 
but  so  far  has  not  taken  place. 

Sample  of  water  from  unnamed  brook  at  a  point  after  passing  the  sewage 


disposal  works  and  before  confluence  with  the  Red  Brook.  Whitchurch  U.D.C. 

In  parts  per  100,000  of  water. 

Dissolved  Oxygen  taken  up  in  5  days  at  65°F  0.65 

Suspended  VI  at  ter  .  1 .0 

Oxygen  absorbed  form  Permanganate  .  0.68 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  .  12.8 

Reaction  pH  .  7.4 

Stability  test  (Methylene  Blue  5  days)  .  . 


There  is  evidence  of  a  considerable  amount  of  effluent  in  this  sample  and 
the  brook  at  this  point  is  rather  badly  polluted. 

Sample  of  Water  received  on  20/12/50.  Marked:  Sample  B.  Water  from 
unnamed  brook  at  a  point  after  passing  Sewage  Disposal  Works  and  before 


confluence  with  Red  Brook. 

In  parts  per  100,000  of  water. 

Dissolved  Oxygen  taken  up  in  5  days  at  65°F .  1.0 

Suspended  Matter  .  Trace 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4  hours  at  80°F  0.84 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  .  6.8 

Reaction  pH  . .  7.0 

Stability  test  (Methylene  Blue  5  days)  .  . 


At  this  point  the  stream  is  contaminated  and  would  be  classed  as  “  Dirty.  ” 

HOUSING 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Notices  Served,  1950. 


Informal  Notices. 

Notices 

Complied 

Under  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Served 

With 

Section  93  (relating  to  Nuisances) . 

15 

12 

Section  45  (relating  to  defective  closets)  . 

6 

5 

Section  75  (relating  to  defective  dustbins) 
Section  39  (relating  to  insufficient  sanitary 

95 

43 

appliances)  . 

5 

5 

Under  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Section  9  (relating  to  unfit  houses  capable 

of  being  rendered  fit)  . 

6 

3 

Formal  Notices. 

Under  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Section  93  (relating  to  Nuisances) . 

3 

3 

Section  45  (relating  to  defective  closets) 
Section  75  (relating  to  defective  dustbins) 

1 
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1 

12 

Dustbins  supplied  in  default  . 

Under  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Section  9  (relating  to  unfit  houses  capable 

60 

of  being  rendered  fit)  . 

5 

5 

OVERCROWDING 

Number  of  houses  known  to  be  overcrowded  at  beginning 

of  year  .  18 

Number  of  houses  known  to  be  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  16 


Number  of  Houses  relieved  of  Overcrowding  during  the  Year. 

Private  Houses  3 

Council  Houses  .  1 

Number  of  Persons  Concerned. 

Private  Houses  .  28 

Council  Houses  .  12 

NEW  COUNCIL  HOUSES 

Number  of  permanent  houses  completed  during  year  .  28 

Number  in  process  of  erection  at  end  of  year  .  Nil 

Number  planned  for  1951: — 

Permanent  .  12 

Temporary  .  Nil 


The  site  for  approximately  160  houses  in  Sedgeford  and  the  site  for  12  houses 
in  Smallbrook  are  in  the  course  of  preparation. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

Four  Council  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs  and  two  with 
fleas;  these  six  houses  were  successfully  disinfested. 

Three  privately-owned  houses  also  were  discovered  to  be  infested  with  bed 
bugs  and  were  similarly  disinfested. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 
on  the  31st  March,  1950,  the  responsibility  for  rodent  control  passed  from  the 
County  Council  to  this  Council  and  the  service  to  deal  with  this  has  been  set  up 
during  the  year. 

One  of  the  Council’s  stall’  has  been  trained  in  rodent  control  work  at  a 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  Course  and  he  is  employed  part-time  on  this  work. 

Treatments  for  the  eradication  of  rats  and  mice  are  carried  out  on  private 
and  business  properties  on  a  “  cost  plus  ”  basis,  and  the  Council’s  Sewage  Works, 
Waterworks,  Refuse  Tip  and  Public  Buildings  receive  routine  treatment. 

The  following  treatments  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year: — 


Privately  owned  Dwelling  Houses  8  Treatments. 

Business  Premises  .  17  Treatments. 

Council  Properties  8  Treatments. 

School  Canteens  6  Treatments. 


SALVAGE 

The  salvage  of  waste  paper  and  cardboard  was  recommenced  in  September 
and  approximately  18  tons  collected  and  disposed  of.  A  quantity  of  scrap  metal 
also  was  salvaged. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

There  are  eight  Public  Conveniences  within  the  district,  details  are  given 


below: — - 

Location.  Accommodation. 

Sedgeford  . Urinals  and  Gent's  W.C. 

Smallbrook  . Urinals. 

Castle  Hill  . Urinals. 

Jubilee  Park  . Ladies’  W.C’s.  Urinals  and  Gent’s  W.C's. 

Smithfield  (North  End)  Urinals. 

(South  End)  . Urinals. 
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Parking  Ground  . Ladies  W.C’s.  and  washplace,  Gent’s  W.C’s  and  wash- 

place. 

St.  Mary’s  Street  .  Ladies’  W.C's.  and  washplace.  Urinals,  Gent’s  W.C’s. 

and  washplace. 


PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE  HOUSING 


Number  completed  during  the  year  .  1 

Number  in  course  of  erection  at  end  of  year  .  1 


LICENCES  FOR  NEW  HOUSING 

Number  of  licences  issued  for  the  erection  of  houses  by 
private  enterprise  .  1 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Collection  of  house  refuse  has  been  maintained  during  the  year,  a  seven 
days’  frequency  of  removal  having  been  effected  except  at  holiday  times  and 
during  the  period  of  snow. 

The  refuse  has  been  mainly  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  in  the  dewatered 
Shropshire  Union  Canal. 

A  complete  survey  of  the  whole  process  of  the  collection  and  disposal  of 
the  district’s  house  and  trader  refuse  showed  that  in  a  typical  week  the  refuse 
from  approximately  1.975  dustbins  is  collected  and  disposed  of  at  a  rate  of 
approximately  1 1  bins  per  man  hour. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

The  only  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  district  is  situated  in  Eaton’s  Yard 
and  although  the  amenities  for  the  inmates  are  not  good,  a  reasonable  standard 
of  cleanliness  is  maintained. 

Twenty-two  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year  and  on  no  occasion 
has  it  been  necessary  to  make  a  complaint. 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 
Meat  Inspection — Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse. 
Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep . 

and 

Kambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  Killed 

917 

1.149 

1,346 

5,320 

434 

Number  Inspected 

917 

1.149 

•  1,346 

5.320 

434 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

'  5 

24 

56 

13 

16 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

218 

500 

9 

428 

105 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

24.32 

45.60 

4.83 

8.29 

27.8S 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

6 

66 

- 

14 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

149 

293 

55 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

16.90 

31.24 

0.15 

0.00 

15.90 

Approximately  39  tons  of  meat  and  offal  were  condemned. 


MEAT  INSPECTION  —  RETAIL  SHOPS 

Routine  inspections  of  butcher’s  shops,  and  shops  and  stalls  selling  meat 
products,  are  made.  Sixty  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and  a  good 
standard  of  hygiene  is  maintained. 

Transport  of  meat  is  in  closed  vehicles  and  is  satisfactory. 

ICE-CREAM 

1  here  are  three  manufacturers  of  ice-cream  in  the  district;  one  of  these 
produces  a  “  heat-treated  ’’  ice-cream  and  the  others  employ  the  “  cold  mix  ” 
method. 

Nineteen  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  under  .Section  14 
of  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Four  ice-cream  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  submitted  to  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test.  The  results  are  given  below: — 

Methylene  Blue  Test  Grade. 
12  3  4 

“Cold  Mix’’  Samples  ...  ...  2  - —  —  — 

“Heat  Treated”  Samples  ......  1  1  - —  — 

RESTAURANT  AND  HOTEL  KITCHENS 

Frequent  inspections  of  Restaurants  and  Hot^l  Kitchens  are  made  and  a 
total  of  178  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  maintained  is  good  in  general  and  washing-up 
facilities  adequate. 

FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS 

There  has  been  no  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year;  the  outbreak 
of  Sonne  Dysentery  towards  the  end  of  the  year  was  not  traceable  to  any 
particular  food  infection  despite  the  most  exhaustive  enquiries. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Number  of  Milk  Distributors  .  4 

Number  of  Dairies  (other  than  Dairy  Farms)  .  4 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  Milk  —  Dealers’  Licences. 

Number  of  Principal  Licences  .  5 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences .  1 

“  Accredited  ”  Milk  —  Dealers’  Licences. 

Number  of  Principal  Licences  . , .  1 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  .  — 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

“  Pasteurised  ”  Milk  —  Dealers’  Licences. 

Number  of  Principal  Licences  .  2 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  . .  1 

“  Sterilised  ”  Milk  —  Dealers’  Licences. 

Number  of  Principal  Licences  .  — 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  .  — 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  AND  1948. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WHITCHURCH. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 

1.  -INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Vvritten 

notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

13 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

- 

58 

98 

3 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
t  (excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

3 

4 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

74 

102 

3 

— 

Number  of  cases  in  wh 

ich  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 

cases  in 

Particulars. 

Refe  rreci 

which 

prosecutions 

Found . 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

were 

instituted. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i  ) 

2 

A 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temper- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

ature  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

• 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defect- 

— 

— 

■ — — 

— 

ive 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out- 

work) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 
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ELLESMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT 

SANITARY  INSPECTORS  REPORT 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 

Rainfall:  35.5  inches  (recorded  at  Tetchill). 

Water  Supply. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 

(a)  Direct  to  houses:  Ellesmere  Rural  Parish  (Dudleston  Heath,  Trench, 
Coptiviney,  Lee  and  Myddle  Sleap)  320. 

■(b)  By  means  of  standpipes:  Ellesmere  Rural  60;  Myddle  (Sleap)  27; 
not  including  three  hutments  in  the  Wem  Rural  District. 

A  temporary  supply  was  provided  from  the  Atcham  Rural  District 
to  the  Walford  Estate  of  the  County  Council. 

2.  Number  of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 

(a)  Direct  to  house,  1,200. 

Standpipes,  240. 

A  survey  is  to  be  made  during  1951  of  the  needs  of  individual  premises  for 
a  public  supply. 

Consumption:  36,108,000  gallons,  from  Vyrnwy  Aqueduct. 

Nature  of  supplies  to  remaining  houses:  Wells  and  Springs. 

The  post-war  Council  Houses  are  supplied  by  boreholes  on  the  site.  Public 
pumps  supply  approximately  200  persons  at  Cockshutt  and  Harmer  Hill,  together 
with  village  pumps  at  Weston  Lullingfields,  Myddle  and  Tetchill.  There  has  been 
no  complaint  of  shortage  from  these  areas. 

The  private  supply  of  the  Bradford  Estate  extends  by  main  to  Great  Ness 
and  Little  Ness,  supplying  59  houses. 

The  Public  Enquiry  for  the  Comprehensive  Scheme  (Priority  Portion)  to 
serve  the  Oswestry  and  Ellesmere  Rural  Districts  was  held  by  an  Inspector  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the  14th  September,  The  representatives  of  the 
Ellesmere  R.D.C.  stated  that  their  Council  had  decided  to  withdraw  from  the 
Scheme. 

Samples  of  supplies  to  villages.  Council  Houses  and  Private  Supplies  were 
taken;  of  these  samples  4  were  satisfactory,  and  1  was  unsatisfactory. 

Of  the  Private  Supplies  6  were  unsatisfactory  and  4  were  satisfactory. 

Reports  on  water  samples  not  available,  except: — 

Sleap  R.A.F.  Station  1  satisfactory. 

Weston  Vicarage  2  unsatisfactory. 

Hordley  Grange  Cottage  1  unsatisfactory. 

Others  from  Welshampton,  etc.,  were  taken. 


Of  the  supplies  to  the  villages: — 


No.  of  coliform 
bacilli  per 

100  ml. 

Faecal  coli 
per  cent. 

Sleap 

20.1.50  ... 

1 

Nil 

Hampton  Wood 
Weston 

18.3.50  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Lullingfield 

14.9.50  ... 

180  plus 

4 

NessclitTc 

18.1.50  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Little  Ness 

18.3.50  ... 

5 

Nil 

Hordley 

18.3.50  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  supplies,  other  parts  of  the  district,  such 
as  Baschurch,  Cockshutt,  Hordley,  Perthy  and  Welshampton,  are  badly  off,  both 
in  quality  and  accessibility  of  the  water,  much  of  it  having  to  be  carried  for 
considerable  distances. 
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it  is  expected  that  work  will  be  commenced  during  next  year  for  the 
relaying  ol  approximately  one  mile  length  ol  water  main  supplying  premises  from 
Pigeon's  Bank  to  Pentremadoc,  Dudleston. 

Sleap  R.A.F.  Station  has  a  supply  from  borehole  with  storage  facilities  for 
50,000  gallons,  administered  by  the  Council  by  temporary  agreement  with  the 
Air  Ministry. 

Drainage  and  Sewage. 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  Public  Sewers:  26  Hutments  at  Myddle. 

Many  inhabitated  houses  have  their  own  systems  or  as  combined  drainage 
systems.  Approximately  fifty  houses  at  Nesscliffe  Depot  are  served  by  one 
disposal  unit. 

Number  of  Privies  and  Earth  Closets  converted  to  W.C’s:  8. 

HOUSING 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Act  .  75 

Number  of  Houses  found  overcrowded: — 

1 .  Council  Houses  .  1 

2.  Private  Owned  Houses  .  16 

Number  of  persons  therein: — 

1.  Council  Houses  .  14 

2.  Private  Owned  Houses .  94 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved: — 

1 .  Council  Houses  .  1 

2.  Private  Owned  Houses  .  2 

Number  of  houses  repaired  under  licence  .  1 1 

Number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year: — 

Permanent  . .* .  18 

Temporary  .  — 

Private  .  10 

Number  of  houses  in  process  of  erection  at  the  end  of 
the  year: — 

Council  .  45 

Private  .  1 

Number  of  houses  planned  for  1951: — 

Permanent  (Council)  .  64 

Permanent  (Private)  .  6 

The  Council  are  to  distribute  a  Housing  Programme  for 
1951  as  follows: — - 

Basehureh  12 

Coekshutt  .  8 

Little  Ness  .  4 

Myddle  . .  1 2 

Nesscliffe  .  8 

Pentreheylin  .  6 

Tetchill  . 12 

Welshampton  2 

Total  64 


Number  of  Houses  Erected  1946 — 1950. 


Year. 

Council. 

Private  Enterprise. 

1946 

— 

1 

1947 

— 

7 

Xm 

1948 

23  Temp. 

4  inch  Police  House. 

1949 

10  +  7  Temp. 

3 

1950 

18 

10 

TOTAL 

28 

20 

FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES 


Number  of  Bakehouses  .  7 

Number  of  inspections  .  4 


Number  where  defects  were  found 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied  . 

Number  of  Fried  Fish  Shops  and  Restaurants 


Number  of  Cafes  and  Restaurants  .  10 

Number  inspected  .  10 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  1 

Number  of  Ice-Cream  Manufacturers  .  1 

1.  Heat  Treated  .  I 

2.  Cold  Mix  .  — 

Number  of  inspections  .  7 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  — 

Number  of  Ice-Cream  Retailers  .  5 

Number  of  inspections  .  8 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  — 


REPORTS  ON  SAMPLES  OF  ICE-CREAM 

Conditions  are  generally  good.  Sampling  of  Ice-Cream  has  been  of 
assistance  in  maintaining  satisfactory  products.  The  Manufacturer  and  Retailers 
have  shown  ready  co-operation. 


Methylene  Blue  Test  Grade. 

B.  coli. 

Grade 

1 

0 

a- 

Present. 

Absent. 

No.  of  samples 

12 

1 

1 

— 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

There  are  no  public  conveniences.  Several  schemes  are  proposed  for  the 
improvement  of  sanitary  conveniences  to  hotels  and  inns  in  the  area. 


NUISANCES 

Number  dealt  with  .  30 

Number  remedied  .  24 

Additional  visits  60 

Number  of  visits  for  all  purposes  during  the  year  .  1,305 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER 

(The  A.E.C.  have  not  supplied  the  information  re  the  number  of  T.T.  and 


Accredited  Producers). 

Number  of  T.T.  Retailers  ’ .  2 

Number  of  T.T.  Retailers  (Supplementary)  .  2 

Number  of  Licences  to  Pasteurise  Milk  .  — 

Number  of  Licences  to  Retail  Pasteurised  Milk  .  2 


MEAT  INSPECTIONS 

Fifty  visits  were  paid  to  one  emergency  slaughter  house  and  other  occasional 
visits  were  paid  to  premises  concerned  with  the  sale  of  meat  for  human 
consumption. 

Other  foods  condemned: — Pork  Brawn,  2\  lbs.,  Decomposition;  Bacon,  15 
lbs..  Decomposition;  Dutch  Luncheon  Meat.  7  lbs.,  “Blown”;  Danish  Luncheon 
Meat,  24  ozs.,  “Blown”;  Condensed  Milk  (Full  Cream),  Unsweetened,  24  pints, 
“Blown”;  Fruit  and  Vegetable  (tins),  7  lbs.  3  ozs.,  “Blown”;  Dutch  Butter,  9^ 
lbs.,  Decomposition. 

RATS  AND  MICE 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  came  into  operation  on  the 
31st  March,  1950.  It  was  found  that  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  staff 
would  not  be  available  for  the  treatment  in  cases  of  infestation  of  private 
premises  and  refuse  tips.  Discussions  as  to  the  procedure  to  be  adopted  in  the 
District  were  continuing  at  the  end  of  the  year.  An  infestation  at  a  meal  store 
was  being  dealt  with  by  the  owner. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES  AND  PERSONS 

An  infestation  of  Crickets  on  a  private  refuse  tip  was  treated  with  Coopers 
Tip  Dressing.  There  was  no  recurrence  of  the  infestation. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  ELLESMERE. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

1  otices. 

Occupiers 
prosecuted . 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  ...  ' 

36 

9 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

16 

9 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
t  (excluding  out-workers'  premises) 

7 

10 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

59 

28 

- — 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  "cases.”) 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found.  :  Number  of 


Particulars. 

T  . 

Referred 

cases  in 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

Found. 

ft 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 

— - 

— 

— 

_ _ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temper- 

— 

— 

ature  (S.3) 

- — 

— 

- - 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

— 

_ 

— 

“ 

— _ 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

— 

— 

— 

f  ective 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

- - 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

1 

1 

v 

TOTAL  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

OSWESTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Rainfall.  The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  38.88  inches. 

The  following  parishes  are  provided  with  a  public  water  supply: — 


No .  of  houses 
supplied  direct. 

Nb.  of  houses 
supplied  by  stand- 
pipe- 

Selattyn 

122 

88 

Weston  Rhyn  ... 

450 

35 

St.  Martins 

453 

12 

Whittington 

630 

18 

Oswestry  Rural 

530 

14 

Llanymynech 

140 

11 

Llanyblodwel 

55 

3 

Total  ... 

2,380 

181 

Eight  Council  houses  at  Kinnerley  have  been  supplied  with  water  from  the 
Bradford  Estates.  Previously  the  supply  was  from  a  pump,  now  each  house  has 
an  indoor  supply. 

The  remaining  parishes  are  the  same  as  for  last  year. 


RESULTS  OF  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS  OF  PIPED 

SUPPLIES. 


Date. 

Supply. 

B.Coli  per 

100  ml. 

•Faecal 

Content. 

28/1/50 

Mardy 

0 

_ 

23/1/50 

Selattyn  (Unchlorinated) 

5 

100% 

23/1/50 

Brook  House 

0 

— 

23/11/50 

Bath  Pool 

3 

— 

23/1/50 

Selattyn  (Chlorinated) 

1 

- — 

1/3/50 

Selattyn  (Chlorinated) 

1 

100% 

13/6/50 

Trefonen  (Chlorinated) 

180  plus 

100% 

13/6/50 

Nantmawr 

0 

— 

13/6/50 

Maesbury  (Chlorinated) 

0 

— 

13/6/50 

Selattyn  (Chlorinated) 

3 

100% 

13/6/50 

Mardy  (Chlorinated) 

0 

■ — 

17/7/50 

Llanymynech  (Chlorinated) 

13 

100% 

17/7/50 

Selattyn  (Chlorinated) 

180  plus 

17/7/50 

Trefonen  (Chlorinated) 

0 

- — 

31/7/50 

Llanymynech  (Chlorinated) 

5 

- — 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  Bacteriological  examination  from  private 
supplies:  18. 

Sixteen  of  these  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Action  was  taken  in  each  case.  Five  supplies  were  rendered  satisfactory, 
one  supply  abandoned  and  water  supplied  from  a  nearby  Creamery.  Where 
improvements  where  impracticable  or  not  satisfactory  persons  using  the  supplies 
were  advised  to  boil  all  water  for  domestic  purposes. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  number  of  houses  connected  to  the  public  sewer  is  1,386.  Four  new 
septic  tanks  have  been  constructed  during  the  year.  A  number  of  drains  have 
been  repaired  or  renewed. 


SAMPLES  OF  SEWAGE  EFFLUENTS 

Samples  of  Effluent  received  on  14/6/50.  Gobowen  Sewage  Disposal  Works, 
Final  Effluent. 


In  parts  per  100,000  of  water. 

Dissolved  Oxygen  taken  up  in  5  days  at  65 F.  0.2 

Suspended  Matter  . 4 .  5.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4  hours 

at  8 OF.  . < .  1.58 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides .  6.1 

Reaction  pH  . t . .  7.5 

Stability  test  (Methylene  Blue  5  days)  .  Satisfactory 


The  figure  for  suspended  solids  is  rather  high,  in  other  respects  it  is  a 
satisfactory  effluent. 


Sample  of  effluent  received  on  14/6/50.  Final  Effluent,  Park  Hall  Sewage 


Disposal  Works. 

in  parts  per  100,000  of  water. 

Dissolved  Oxygen  taken  up  in  5  days  at  65F  .  1.0 

Suspended  Matter  .  Trace 

Oxvgen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4  hours 

at  80 F.  . * . , .  0.72 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  .  6.1 

Reaction  pH  . . .  7.0 


Stability  test  (Methylene  Blue  5  days)  .  Satisfactory 

This  is  a  satisfactory  sewage  effluent. 

Sample  of  effluent  received  on  14/6/50.  St.  Martins  Sewage  Disposal 
Works.  Final  Effluent  discharge  into  Morlas  Brook. 

In  parts  per  100,000  of  water. 

Dissolved  Oxygen  taken  up  in  5  days  at  65F.  .  1.0 

Suspended  Matter  .  Less  than  1.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4  hours 

’  at  80F.  . i . . .  0.44 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  . < .  3.1 

Reaction  pH  . . .  7.5 

Stability  test  (Methylene  Blue  5  days)  .  Satisfactory 

This  is  a  satisfactory  sewage  effluent. 

Sample  of  effluent  received  14/6/50.  Weston  Rhyn  Sewage  Disposal  Works 


to  Morlas  Brook,  River  Dee  Watershed. 

In  parts  per  100,000  of  water. 

Dissolved  Oxygen  taken  up  in  5  days  at  65F.  .  2.0 

Suspended  Matter  .  2.5 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4  hours 

at  80F.  ; .  0.44 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  . t .  3.3 

Reaction  pH.  . . .  7.0 

Stability  test  (Methylene  Blue  5  days)  .  Satisfactory 

This  is  a  satisfactory  sewage  effluent. 
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MOUSING 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection  during  year  .  104 

This  total  includes  56  flats  at  Gobowen. 

Number  of  Council  houses  completed  during  the  year  .  28 

This  total  includes  the  conversion  of  a  hostel  at  Morda  into 
8  units. 

Number  of  Private  houses  completed  during  the  year  .  9 

This  total  includes  the  conversion  of  a  block  of  buildings 
into  2  houses  and  1  bungalow. 

Number  of  Council  houses  planned  for  1951  .  48 


During  the  year  the  Council  have  rehoused  four  families  who  have  been 
living  in  cottages  condemned  pre-war.  The  cottages  will  not  be  let  in  future. 

A  demolition  order  was  made  on  two  cottages  during  the  year.  Both  were 
unfit  and  in  some  respects  dangerous.  The  tenants  in  each  case  have  been 
rehoused  by  the  Council. 

Many  more  cottages  have  done  their  job  and  should  be  condemned.  Owners 
of  this  type  of  cottage  usually  receive  a  very  low  rent  out  of  which  they  often 
pay  the  rates,  therefore,  they  cannot  afford  to  spend  any  appreciable  sum  of 
money  on  improvements.  In  this  respect  it  was  thought  that  the  possibility  of 
obtaining  grants  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  would  have  helped  in  saving  the 
life  of  property.  This  has  not  proved  to  be  the  case.  In  other  words,  the  1949 
Housing  Act  is,  so  far  as  grants  are  concerned,  only  helpful  in  making  good 
houses  better.  The  ceiling  price  of  £600  on  which  a  person  can  apply  for  a  grant 
is  not  high  enough  for  the  average  country  cottage.  Whereas  it  may  apply  better 
in  a  town,  it  must  be  remembered  that  in  a  Rural  District  cottages  are  often 
isolated  and  that  in  itself  makes  the  work  of  re-conditioning  more  costly.  Cost 
of  transporting  men  and  materials  is  greater.  Amenities,  such  as  water  closets, 
water  supplies,  electricity,  etc.,  are  much  more  costly  to  provide  than  in  Urban 
districts,  when  one  usually  finds  sewers,  electricity  and  water  mains  available. 

It  would  appear  that  as  a  result  of  the  rapid  state  of  dilapidation  some 
country  cottages  are  falling  into,  the  Council  will  be  faced  with  the  possibility  of 
making  more  demolition  orders  and  re-housing  people  living  in  unfit  houses. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  position  is  very  much  the  same  as  last  year,  except  of  course,  the 
number  of  premises  collected  from  is  increasing,  chiefly  as  a  result  of  Council 
houses  development. 

Tipping  space  in  the  Northern  part  of  the  district  is  creating  a  problem, 
particularly  during  the  winter  period,  when  most  disused  ponds,  etc.,  are  rendered 
inaccessible  by  weather  conditions.  The  time  has  now  come  when  it  is  necessary 
for  the  Council  to  consider  purchasing  land  suitable  for  controlled  tipping  to 
serve  St.  Martins,  Weston  Rhyn,  Gobowen  and  Whittington. 

The  collection  of  salvage  is  still  made  in  conjunction  with  the  refuse 
collection.  The  amount  collected  now  appears  to  remain  fairly  static,  but  I  am 
satisfied  that  it  would  be  greatly  increased  if  the  public  could  again  be  made 
“  salvage  minded." 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  above  Act,  which  became  operative  on  the  1st  April,  1950,  is  administered 
by  District  Councils.  Long  before  the  appointed  day  the  Council,  along  with  the 
Oswestry  Borough  Council,  appointed  a  Joint  Committee  and  it  was  decided  by 
the  Committee  that  the  operational  side  of  a  rats  and  mice  destruction  scheme 
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could  best  be  carried  out  jointly  by  the  two  districts.  Subsequently,  two  men 
were  employed  and  when  the  1st  April,  1950,  arrived  a  practical  scheme  was 
put  into  operation.  It  was  decided  that  owners  or  occupiers  of  infested  premises 
should,  if  they  so  wished,  enter  into  an  annual  agreement  with  the  Councils,  whose 
men  would  then  carry  out  extermination.  In  the  case  of  very  casual  infestations 
it  was  decided  that,  where  the  work  of  disinfestation  was  carried  out  by  the 
Councils’  operatives,  the  charge  should  be  based  on  the  cost  of  time  and  material. 
Up  to  the  end  of  1950  the  scheme  had  worked  fairly  satisfactorily,  but  as  was 
to  be  expected,  certain  anomalies  arose,  which  we  hope  will  be  corrected  during 
the  next  year.  When  the  Act  came  into  force,  one  was  under  the  impression  that 
up  to  50%  grant  of  the  net  loss  incurred  during  the  year  would  have  been  forth¬ 
coming  from  the  Ministry.  Unfortunately,  local  authorities  were  left  with  this 
impression  for  a  considerable  time;  ultimately  it  was  found  that  the  grants  were 
only  available  on  certain  conditions.  For  instance,  work  carried  out  on  business 
premises,  including  farms,  does  not  rank  for  grant.  Neither  does  the  cost  of 
survey  work  of  premises^  on  which  rats  are  found.  Briefly,  profit  producing 
premises  should  be  charged  for  to  a  sufficient  extent  to  incur  no  cost  of  treatment 
on  the  ratepayers  as  a  whole.  Also,  the  cost  of  survey  work  should  be  included 
in  the  cost  of  treatment. 

FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES 


Bakehouses. 

Number  of  premises  . * .  10 

Number  inspected  . . . . . . . .  10 

Number  of  inspections  . . , .  22 

Number  of  written  notices  . . .  2 

Number  complied  with  . 4 . . .  2 


One  bakehouse  reported  last  year  as  being  unfit  has  now  been  closed  and 
new  premises  put  into  use.  Water  supplies  at  two  premises  have  given  trouble, 
but  in  both  cases  improvements  have  been  carried  out  and  the  quality  of  the 
water  is  better.  The  number  of  notices  served  show  that  there  has  been  little 
cause  for  complaint  during  the  year  and  it  is  found  that  by  discussing  the 
condition  of  the  premises  at  the  time  of  inspection  much  progress  is  made. 


Cafes  and  Restaurants. 

Number  of  premises  .  17 

Number  inspected  . , . . .  17 

Number  of  inspections  . , .  21 

Notices  served  . 2 

Number  complied  with  .  1 


Only  in  two  cases  has  it  been  necessary  to  take  action.  One  involved  the 
serving  of  a  notice  requiring  new  sanitary  accommodation.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  this  work  was  put  in  the  hands  of  a  builder  and  will  soon  be  carried  out. 

Meat  Product  Preparing  Rooms. 

Number  of  premises  . 4 .  2 

Number  inspected  .  2 

Number  of  inspections  . <, .  8 

One  premises  found  in  1949  to  be  unsatisfactory  has  been  closed  and  a  new 
set  of  buildings,  with  modern  equipment,  constructed.  The  second  premises  which 
was  also  unsatisfactory  has  been  modernised  and  put  into  a  proper  state  of  repair 
and  improved. 
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Fried  Fish  Shops. 

Number  of  registered  premises .  6 

Number  of  unregistered  premises .  — 

Number  of  inspections  .  11 


The  premises  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  each  case. 

Ice-Cream  Premises. 

Number  of  registered  premises .  22 

Frequent  visits  have  been  made  to  these  premises  and  there  has  been  no 
cause  for  complaint. 

Each  vendor  sells  pre-packed  Ice-cream. 

During  the  year  \  gallon  of  Ice-ceam  was  condemned  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  temperature  had  exceeded  28  degrees  F.  and  there  was  no  means  of  re-heat 
treatment  available. 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  laboratory  examination  .  14 

Results  of  the  examinations  were  as  follows: — - 


Reports  on  Samples  of  Ice-Cream 


Methylene  Blue  Test 

Grade. 

B.  Coli. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Present. 

Absent. 

10 

1 

3 

— 

— 

14 

All  samples  placed  in  grades  II  and  III  were  delayed  in  transit  to  the 
laboratory. 

During  the  summer  difficulties  in  examining  samples  at  the  laboratory 
were  encountered  on  account  of  the  unsuitable  temperature  of  the  water  used  for 
testing.  It  was,  therefore,  considered  that  as  the  results  of  the  examinations  were 
doubtful  the  sending  of  further  samples  was  postponed  for  a  time. 

In  February,  1950,  Byelaws  controlling  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and  delivery 
of  food  and  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air  were  adopted  by  the  Council.  At  the 
time  of  adoption  a  meeting  of  all  food  traders,  handlers,  etc.,  was  convened  in 
conjunction  with  the  Oswestry  Borough  Council.  There  was  an  excellent 
attendance  and  the  opportunity  of  discussing  the  Byelaws  was  appreciated  by  those 
concerned.  After  talks  on  food  hygiene  given  by  local  health  officials,  films 
demonstrating  practical  precautions  against  contamination  and  infection  of  food 
were  shown.  It  was  obvious  by  the  reaction  of  the  audience  that  many  things 
shown  on  the  films  that  should  not  be  done,  were  undoubtedly  practiced  by 
themselves,  and  the  dangers  therefrom  not  appreciated  until  they  were 
demonstrated  by  someone  else.  This  meeting  was  followed  up  later  in  the  year 
by  a  Health  Exhibition  which  dealt  inter  alia  with  the  prevention  of  contaminating 
food  during  handling,  etc. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  both  these  functions  have  had  the  desired  effect  and 
achieved  more  than  any  official  action  could  have  done.  Shops  are  now  much 
cleaner,  efforts  are  being  made  to  cover  unwrapped  foods,  the  litter  that  one 
used  to  see  on  the  floor  of  country  shops  has  now  disappeared,  the  greasy  look  of 
counter  tops  has  vanished  and  vegetables,  etc.,  instead  of  being  thrown  down  on 
the  floor  are  now  stored  on  racks  above  floor  level.  In  general,  one  can  see  that 
the  shopkeeper,  in  particular,  is  making  efforts  to  hand  out  clean  food  to  the 
public. 
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tVIiSk  and  Dairies  Refutations,  1949 

Samples  taken  for  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacillus. 

N  umber 

. . . ^ . 

Positive  . . 

Negative  . 


15 

Nil 

15 


Distributors 

Notices  served  .  4 

Complied  with  . 4 

Dealers'  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special 

Designation  T.T.  .  3 

Supplementary  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special 

Designation  T.T.  .  ,2 

Supplementary  Licences  authorising  use  of  the  Special 

Designation  Pasteurised  .  2 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors  . 9 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

Alternate  weekly  inspections  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Ministry  of  Food 
slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  are  carried  out  by  the  Borough  and  Rural  Sanitary 
Inspectors.  During  the  year  the  following  number  of  animals  were  inspected  by 
the  Rural  Inspector: — 

Cattle  Pigs  Calves  Sheep 

1,015  322  1,041  3,559 


OTHER  MEAT  AND  FOODS  CONDEMNED 


75  J  lbs.  Corned  Beef. 

3  lbs.  Corned  Mutton. 

2  Tins  Salmon. 

36  Tins  Meat. 

23  Tins  Milk. 

26  lbs.  Figs. 

1 5  Tins  Fruit. 

4  Tins  Peas  and  Beans. 

501  Jars  Danish  Salad  Cream. 
1  Tin  Milk  Pudding. 

41 1  lbs.  Cheese. 

1  Tin  Snoek. 

1,246  Smoked  Fillets. 

72  bars  of  Chocolate. 

100  lbs.  Sugar. 


Putrefaction. 

Putrefaction. 

Perforated  Tins. 

Blown  and  decomposition. 
Blown. 

Fermented. 

Perforated  and  Hydrogen  Swell. 
Blown. 

Excessive  Fermentation. 
Perforated. 

Excessive  mould. 

Blown. 

Undercured. 

Damaged  by  Rats. 

Damaged  by  Fire. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

No  verminous  premises  were  found  during  the  year. 


PUBLIC  HOUSES 

Visits  have  been  made  to  public  houses  in  the  district  during  the  year.  With 
the  exception  of  one  premises  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  It  is 
hoped  during  the  coming  year  to  make  a  detailed  survey  of  all  premises,  and 
to  discuss  with  each  licensee  the  question  of  sterilisation  of  glasses  and  other 
utensils  used  in  the  trade. 


PUBLIC  CON  V  EN I ENCES 

There  are  no  public  conveniences  in  the  district. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

There  are  six  moveable  dwellings  in  the  district  licensed  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936.  In  each  case  this  type  of  dwelling  has  been  resorted  to  owing 
to  the  difficulty  experienced  by  the  occupiers  in  finding  permanent  traditional 
accommodation. 

Each  dwelling  has  been  conducted  satisfactorily  during  the  year  and  given 
no  cause  for  complaint. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  whilst  the  Building  Byelaws  prohibit  the 
entering  of  a  chemical  closet  directly  from  a  room  inside  a  permanent  dwelling, 
caravans  are  being  provided  with  indoor  chemical  closets.  It  does  appear 
that  caravans  are  not  subject  to  building  byelaws,  therefore,  no  action  can  be 
taken  unless  a  nuisance  is  proved. 


NUISANCES 

Number  dealt  with  by  Informal  Notices  . 

Number  complied  with  . 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with 
Number  of  Notices  served  in  respect  of  ash-bins 
Number  complied  with  . 


123 

92 

5 

4 

23 

15 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  OSWESTRY. 

PART  1  OF  THE  ACT 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


1.- — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Premises. 

N  umber 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

rotices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  T,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

7 

7 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  to 
which  Section  7  applies 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local  Author¬ 
ities  (Transfer  of  Enforcement) 
Order,  1938! 

64 

43 

(b)  Others 

(iii)  Other  Premises  under  the  Actt  (ex¬ 
cluding  out- workers’  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

71 

50 

- — 

— 

2. — CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Particulars. 

Referred 

which 

Found. 

Remedied.  To  H.M.  j  By  H.M. 

prosecutions 

Inspector.  Inspector. 

were 

instituted 

S' 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 

— 

—  —  ___ 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temper- 

■ 

' 

' 

ature  (S.3) 

— 

-  -  - 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

— 

' 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

- - 

fective 

O 

1  _  _ 

- — 

(c)-  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  (not  includ- 

ing  offences  relating  to 
Flomework) 

■ —  —  — 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

2 

1  — 

— 
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WEM  RURAL  DISTRICT 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Number  of  houses  .  3,1 10 

Rateable  value  .  £49,287 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  .  £207 

Water  Supplies. 

Prees  Waterworks. 

(1)  Number  of  dwellings  supplied  from  water  mains  .  221 


(2)  Number  of  population  supplied  by  water  mains: — 

(a)  Direct  to  mains 

(1)  175  houses. 

(2)  452  persons  (estimated). 

(b)  By  means  of  standpipes 

( 1 )  46  houses. 

(2)  138  persons  (estimated). 

Parts  of  the  villages  of  Clive,  Hadnall,  Ash,  Stanton  and  Preston  Brockhurst. 
are  supplied  by  private  undertakers,  as  follows:— 

Meadowfield  Farm,  Clive,  Supply. 

100  houses  direct  from  mains. 

Number  of  persons,  350  (estimated). 

Hardwicke  Estate. 

(1)  Direct  to  mains,  85  houses. 

(2)  By  standpipes,  42  houses. 

(3)  Number  of  persons,  445  (estimated). 

Duchy  of  Lancaster  Supply,  Ash. 

(1)  Direct  to  mains.  14  houses. 

(2)  By  standpipes,  16  houses. 

(3)  Number  of  persons,  105  (estimated). 

Stanton  Estate. 

(a)  Danes  well  supply 

(1)  Direct  to  mains,  7  houses. 

(2)  By  standpipes,  3  houses. 

(3)  Number  of  persons,  35  (estimated). 

(b)  Reservoir 

(1 )  Direct  to  mains,  46  houses. 

(2)  .  By  standpipes,  4  houses. 

(3)  Number  of  persons,  175  (estimated). 

Acton  Reynold  Estate  Supply,  Preston  Brockhurst  and  Grinshill. 

( 1 )  Direct  to  mains,  58  houses. 

(2)  By  standpipes,  22  houses. 

(3)  Number  of  persons,  280  (estimated). 

In  addition  the  hamlets  of  Aston,  Barbers  Green  and  Tilley  obtain  water  in 
bulk  from  the  Wem  Urban  District  Council  as  under. 

(1)  Direct  to  mains,  21  houses. 

(2)  By  standpipes,  38  houses. 

(3)  Number  of  persons,  206  (estimated). 

Total  houses  supplied,  677. 

Steps  are  being  taken  to  improve  the  supplies  where  samples  showed  the 
water  not  to  be  satisfactory. 
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The  number  of  houses  which  have  a  piped  supply  of  water  constitutes  about 


20  per  cent. 

of  the  total  number  of  houses  in  the  district, 

the  remaining  80  per 

cent,  of  the 

houses  obtaining  their  supplies  from  wells. 

Much  of  the  water  is 

of  doubtful  quality  and  in  a 

large  proportion  of  cases,  the  water  has  to  be 

carried  some 

distance.  Where  the  water  is  found  to  be 

of  doubtful  quality 

consumers  are  advised  to  boil 

it  before  drinking. 

RESULTS  OF  SAMPLES 

OF  PIPED  WATER  SUPPLIES  TO  VILLAGES 

No.  of  coliform 

Faecal  coli 

bacilli  per 

per  cent. 

100  ml. 

Weston 

15.2.50  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

17.2.50  ... 

. : .  25 

Nil 

18.4.50  ... 

17 

Nil 

24.5.50  ... 

11 

100 

Prees 

15.2.50  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Ash 

15.2.50  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Hadnall 

18.2.50  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Clive 

18.2.50  ... 

180  plus 

5 

Preston 

Brock  hurst 

18.2.50  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Sansaw 

18.2.50  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

North  w  ood 

12.5.50  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  of  houses 


HOUSING 

inspected  under 


Section  5  of  the 


Housing  Act,  1936  .  33 

Number  of  houses  fit  for  habitation  .  38 

Number  requiring  minor  repairs  .  5 

Number  where  repairs  have  been  carried  out  .  5 

Number  closed  .  Nil 

Number  of  houses  known  to  be  overcrowded: — 

( 1 )  Council  Houses  . 

(2)  Privately  owned  houses  . * . 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved: — 

(1)  Council  Houses  . 

(2)  Privately  owned  houses  . 

Number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year: — 

(1)  Permanent  .  30 

(2)  Temporary  .  96 

Number  of  houses  in  process  of  erection  at  end  of  year  1 1 


Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 


FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES 

Number  of  bakehouses  . 

Number  of  inspections  . 

Number  where  defects  were  found 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied 

Number  of  fried  fish  shops  and  restaurants 

Number  of  fried  fish  shops  and  restaurants  inspected 

Number  of  defects  found  . 

Number  of  defects  remedied 

Number  of  cafes  and  restaurants  . 

Number  inspected 

Number  of  inspections  . . . 

Number  where  defects  were  found 


6 

6 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 

26 

10 

12 

Nil 
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Number  remedied  .  Nil 

Number  of  ice-cream  manufacturers  .  2 

Number  of  ice-cream  retailers  (including  2  manufacturers)  9 


Public  Conveniences. 

There  are  no  public  conveniences  in  the  district. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Number  of  parishes  .  14 

Refuse  is  collected  by  contract  once  each  month  from  approximately  1,900 
houses. 

Nuisances. 

No  particular  nuisance  has  had  to  be  dealt  with. 


Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Number  of  distributors  (as  defined  in  the  Regulations)  1 

Number  of  retailers  of  T.T.  milk  .  3 

Number  of  retailers  of  Pasteurised  milk  .  Nil 


Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Meat  for  the  district  is  supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  Depots  at 
Shrewsbury  and  Whitchurch,  and  is  transported  in  modern,  metal-lined 
containers. 

Periodical  inspections  of  the  containers  were  carried  out  during  the  year,  both 
vans  were  found  to  be  maintained  in  a'  clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

Periodical  inspections  of  canned  foods  were  carried  out  and  the  following 
were  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  retailers.  Brislings,  100  tins. 


Hotels,  Beer  Houses,  Bars  and  Cellars. 

Number  of  visits  .  5 

The  facilities  for  washing  glasses  were  satisfactory. 

Any  defects  found  and  remedied  1 


No  Premises  or  Persons  were  found  to  be  verminous. 


Erection  of  Houses. 

Council. 

Private  Enterprise. 

Temporary 

1945 

Nil 

4 

Nil 

1946 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

1947 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1948 

34 

10 

Nil 

1949 

34  ' 

3 

oo 

1950 

26 

4 

96 

94 

24 

118 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  WEM. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 

i  —INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises. 

on 

Register. 

Inspections. 

Written 

notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

49 

38 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  to 
which  Section  7  applies 

_____ 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local  Author¬ 
ities  (Transfer  of  Enforcement) 
Order,  1938$ 

(b)  Others 

(iii)  Other  Premises  under  the  Actf  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  .. 

49 

38 

— 

— 

2. —CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Reft 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

?rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

• — 

- — 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temper- 

ature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

--- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

1 

- — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

fective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (not  includ- 

ing  offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

_____ 

- * 

TOTAL  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

94 


m 


Ov  •••:■ 


-  ■  ‘ 


.  **.:  • 


. 

, 

■  *.  j  "■  : 

■  ■ 


yy.'  >*/' \  * 1 :  y^y  - 


*2*3?vt 


> 


■ 

, 

■ 

- 

■ 

- 

mm  ■  :  "  .  :  « 

- 

-  ■■■■■  ■■  ■  .  ’’  '  '*  ^  •  ,  • 

-  V .  :  ■  v:-".;  -  ■  y N;,; '  ■■■.  ■  f  .  ;  ‘  -  ■-... 


|  - 

' 


- 


■ 

\  :  '<*.  .  /  ,  f .  '  -'y  / 

. 

■  ■  ■  ■ 


:  V-  ■  '  \  ■  -■ 

'■ 


'I'.  - '  '•  •;  ‘ 

■  '  -  ■■  ■"  'A  '  l'  -l' 

■ 


